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Eli 
 
You know you live on the North Shore when even the four-year-olds have cell phones.  For the record, 
none of my children has one yet, except for Eli who found an old one lying around the house. 
For a while, Eli’s cell phone was his toy of choice.  He would call his grandparents, his friends, his 
brothers, even Spiderman, and tell them whatever four-year-olds tell people when they are on the 
phone. 
So, it was no surprise to me when, one evening while sitting on the steps, Eli approached with cell 
phone in hand. 
“Daddy, let’s call someone.”   
“Who do you want to call, Eli?” 
“I want to call G-d.” 
“You want to call G-d?” 
“Yeah!” 
“Okay, go for it.  What’s G-d’s phone number?” 
“9*1*1.” 
“G-d’s phone number is 911?” 
“Yes, Daddy,” he replies with that four-year-old snicker that says, “Geez, Dad, everyone knows that!” 
“Give it a call, then.” 
He dials. 
“Hello, G-d? It’s Eli.” 
He’s silent for a moment. 
“Well, what did G-d say back to you?” 
“Nothing.”   
“Well, why don’t you say something more or ask G-d a question?” 
“Hi, G-d, I’m sitting here with my Daddy.  How are You?” 
He’s silent for a moment. 
“Well, what did G-d say back to you?” 
“Nothing.  Here, Daddy, you talk to Him.” 
“What should I say?” 
“You’ll think of something.”   
With that, off he went to engage his next toy in the banter of a four-year-old boy. 
And, he’s right, I did think of something to say:   
“Thank you, G-d, for the simplicity of a child who is able to see You far more easily than I can, and for 
the sparks of Your Divinity that glimmer in his eyes and emanate from his precious soul.” 
G-d’s response? 
Nothing. 
But, it does not matter a bit. 
 
 

Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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HIGH HOLIDAYS 5767 

Shanah Tovah  
Rabbi Elder, Rabbi Marx, Jay Hesdorffer, and their families wish you all a Shanah Tovah 

U’metukah - a sweet and happy New Year.  We look forward to sharing our High Holy Days with you 
and your families.  May the year to come be filled with joy and blessing, peace, and gratitude. 
 

Yom Kippur 
 
Sunday, October 1 -  8:00 p.m.  

Evening Service (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
 

Monday, October 2  
10:00 a.m.    Morning Service  

        (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

12:15-1:15 p.m. Study Session 
             (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

12:25 p.m.    Service for CJE’s  
Robineau House 

 
1:30 p.m.   Family Service 

   (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

2:30-3:20 p.m.  Study Session 
    (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

3:30 p.m.   Afternoon Service 
      (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

5:00 p.m.    Yizkor (Memorial Service)  
    (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

5:20 p.m.      Concluding Service 
     (Wilmette Junior High) 

 
 

Break-the-Fast bagels and nosh 
immediately following Concluding 

Service. 
 

High Holiday Services will be held at 
Wilmette Junior High School (620 Locust 
Road),located east of the Edens and west of 
Hunter Road between Lake and Wilmette 
Avenues on Locust Road in Wilmette. 

Food Donations for the New Trier 
Food Pantry 

 

Continuing our congregation’s tradition, we 
passed out grocery bags at Rosh Hashanah 
services. Please fill them with non-
perishable food items and practical paper 
goods and return them to the lobby outside 
the auditorium of Wilmette Junior High 
School on Erev Yom Kippur (October 1) or 
Yom Kippur Day (October 2) up to 1:30 
p.m. Please contact Allyson Haut (847-256-
2941 or aehaut@earthlink.net) or Ellen Alter 
(847-441-5632 or altereln@aol.com) to 
volunteer with delivery to the New Trier 
Food Pantry. 

Services at CJE’s Robineau House 
 

Hakafa will provide High Holiday 
services for the residents of the 
Robineau House, a Council for Jewish 
Elderly (CJE) Residence in Skokie.  The 
Robineau service will start on Yom 
Kippur afternoon at 12:25 p.m. and will 
last for approximately 40 minutes. 
Hakafa’s Family Services begin at 1:30 
p.m. in order to accommodate those 
wishing to participate in both the 
Robineau and Family services.  Call 
Dave Youngerman at 847-853-9134 with 
questions. 

&& 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services 
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House on the following 
evenings: 
 
October 6  Shabbat Sukkot  
7:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Leviticus 23:33-44 
Family   Haftarah:  Zechariah 14:7-9, 16-21 

Family Service Only - no 8:00 p.m. service
   

October 13  Shabbat Shemini Atzeret – Simchat Torah 
6:30 p.m.  Consecration Service & Simchat Torah  
8:00 p.m.  Simchat Torah Service and Celebration 

Torah Portion:  Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12 and 
Genesis 1:1-2:3 

  Haftarah:  Joshua 1:1-18 
 
October 20  Shabbat Bereshit  
 8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Genesis 1:1-6:8 
  Haftarah:  Isaiah 42:5-43:11 
 
October 27  Shabbat Noach 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion:  Genesis 6:9-11:32 
  Haftarah:  Isaiah 54:1-55:5 

Family Shabbat Service 
 

Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, October 6 at 
7:00 p.m.  Our Family Service 
is shorter than our regular 
services and is geared toward 
families with children.  As 
always, people of all ages are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  Please contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with any 
questions.  Please note that  
there will be no 8:00 p.m. 
service on this evening. 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
 

Our October Shabbat Morning minyanim will take 
place on October 7 and October 21 at the home 
of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe, 847-242-9884).  Services begin at 8:30 
a.m. and last one hour.  Please contact Rabbi 
Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with 
any questions. 
 

4

Share Your Holidays 
 

On occasion, there are 
Hakafa members who would 
like to share holidays with 
fellow congregants and do not 
have the opportunity to do so.  
If you would like to host a 
fellow congregant for a 
holiday meal, or if you need or 
want a place to go for the 
holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser at 847-945-
6095. 

4
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Dinner in the Sukkah 
Please join us for Dinner in the Congregational Sukkah on 
Tuesday, October 10.  Dinner begins immediately after 
Hebrew School at 6:00 p.m. at the Glencoe Community 
Center.  You bring a picnic dinner, and we’ll provide 
dessert!  Please RSVP by October 8 to Rona Elder (847-
266-8834 or jjelder@sbcglobal.net). 

Simchat Torah 
Please join us for Simchat Torah at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, 
October 13 at the Winnetka Community House.   On the 
holiday of Simchat Torah, the annual reading of the Torah 
is completed and the cycle is immediately renewed in a 
grand celebration. We will dance with the Torah under the 
tutelage of our friend, “Dancing Steve.” Our celebration is 
appropriate for people of all ages and will be followed by a 
special oneg. Come and enjoy the fun. 
 
If your family cannot make it to this 8:00 p.m. celebration, 
please consider attending our earlier Simchat Torah 
celebration that evening at 6:30 p.m.   This earlier service 
and celebration will include a Consecration ceremony for 
our students who are beginning their religious education, in 
addition to dancing with “Dancing Steve” and a special 
oneg.   

Rosh Chodesh 
Group to Begin 

Meeting 
A Rosh Chodesh group meets 
once a month, at the time of 
the new moon, for discussion, 
examination of a topic, and 
conversation. The first meeting 
of Hakafa's Rosh Chodesh 
Group will be held October 22 
from 7 pm until 8:30 pm. 
Sylvia Dresser will host this first 
meeting at her home at 496 
Castlewood Lane in 
Deerfield. This first meeting 
will begin with a discussion on 
what is a Jewish Life (hint: 
there are no wrong answers), 
and conclude with planning for 
future meetings.  Rosh 
Chodesh is traditionally a 
woman's holiday. Any Adult is 
welcome  
to attend.  RSVP to Sylvia at 
847-945-6095. 

Yizkor on Sukkot  
 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during the year, in addition to the anniversary of the death 
of a loved one, we are to recall the memories of those who have died. These four times, known 
as yizkor (remembrance), coincide with major holidays on the Jewish calendar. We at Hakafa 
have always held yizkor during the afternoon of Yom Kippur as tradition dictates. This year, we 
are again going to add other opportunities as well. The last day of Sukkot, known as Shemini 
Atzeret, is a day in which yizkor is traditionally recited. Please join us as we share services with 
Lakeside Congregation on the morning of Saturday, October 14, 10:30 a.m. at Lakeside 
Congregation – 1221 Lake Cook Road in Highland Park.  The hour-long service will be followed 
by a short oneg. We will host the members of Lakeside for yizkor the last day of Passover. 
Please call Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

Prayer and Celebration 
(continued) 44
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Member News 

Mazal Tov to the 
following  

Bar Mitzvah: 
October 7  Scott Brody 
 

New Members 
Please join us in extending a warm welcome to our newest 

members: 
Jennifer and Michael Abt and their children:  Jessie, Emily, and 
Coby 
Susan Berkowitz 
Jody and Ben Block and their children:  Alex and Jason 
Ruth and Mike Jennings and their children:  Carly and Miles 

 

A Special Thank You to: 
Andrea Swan who, after leading our High Holiday Choir for all 
these years, has decided to retire from her position.  Andrea 
has been an important part of our High Holiday experience, 
and she will be missed. 
 
Judy Abramson, Judy Solway, and Pegi Wasserman who 
facilitated our Chesed committee for the past five years.  They 
have been instrumental in making sure that the needs of 
congregants who are sick, lonely, or in mourning have been 
met. 
 
The Confirmation Class of 5766 for their wonderful gift of 
Chumashim (books that contain the weekly portions of the 
Torah along with a translation and commentary) to enhance 
our Shabbat worship experience.  Congregants can now follow 
along during the Torah reading and see what the sages have 
said about the portion of the week.

Mazal Tov to: 
 

Peggy and Bill Wise on the 
birth of their granddaughter, 
and Lynne and Neil Golden 
and Family on the birth of 
their niece/cousin, Hannah 
Magnolia Wise. 
 
Sue and Ted Ettlinger on the 
occasion of their 60th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
Margery and Robert Abrams 
on the birth of their 
grandchild, Hannah Elaine 
Abrams. The parents are 
Jonathan and Audrey 
Abrams. David Abrams is the 
proud big brother. 

w w

Friday Night Oneg Hosts Needed 
Now is the time to reserve the dates you want to host a Friday 
night oneg. It is a nice way to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, 
bar or bat mitzvah, or other special occasion with the 
Congregation.  Please contact Jacque Spector (773-761-2987 
or jll1512@comcast.net) to reserve a date! 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, 
who could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, 
please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-
8854). You can also contact Janet Hersh (jjahsh@aol.com or 
847-256-0966) to volunteer.

Congregation 
Meeting: 

 

Our next congregation 
meeting will take place on 
Sunday, October 22 at 
12:15 p.m. (immediately 
following Religious School) at 
the Glencoe Community 
Center. All members are 
welcome to attend.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
 
1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  
 
 
 
 

Erev Yom Kippur 

2 
 

Yom Kippur 
 

Hakafa Office Closed 

3 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

4 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

5 
 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat  
Services (WCH) 
 

 
 
 

Erev Sukkot 

7    Sukkot 1 
 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Scott Brody 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.   
New Member  
Havdallah in the  
Elder’s Sukkah 

8    Sukkot 2 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
(Preschool Class Meets) 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
12:30 p.m. B’nai  
Mitzvah Information 
Meeting (GCC) 
1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class in 
Hakafa’s Sukkah (GCC) 

9 
Sukkot 3 

 
Columbus Day 

10 
Sukkot 4 

 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  
 
 
 
 
6:00-7:30 
Dinner in Hakafa’s 
Sukkah (GCC) 

11 
Sukkot 5 

 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study in the 
Elder’s Sukkah 

12 
Sukkot 6 

13 
Sukkot 7 

6:30 p.m.  
Kindergarten  
Consecration Service 
(WCH) 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services and 
Congregation Simchat 
Torah Celebration 
(WCH) 

14 
Shmini Atzeret/ 
Simchat Torah 

 
10:30 a.m. 

Yizkor Services 

15(Simchat Torah) 
 

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 

Torah Family  
Education Day 

 

1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  
 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 
1st B’nai Mitzvah 
Workshop (NSUMC) 

16 
Circle Submissions 

due 

17 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00-1:00 
Hebrew Circle 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

18 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

19 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn on  
the North Shore 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

21 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 

22 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
(Preschool Class Meets) 
 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
 
12:15 p.m. 
Congregation  
Meeting (GCC) 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

25 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Book Club Meeting 

26 27 
 
 
 
 

First Tenth Grade 
Retreat 

 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

28 
First Tenth Grade 

Retreat 

29 
No Religious School 

(Family Day) 
 

First Tenth Grade 
Retreat 

 

30 31 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

 

 

For calendar and Circle 
submissions, contact 

Lori Wilansky 
Phone:  847-444-1488 

E-mail:  
wilanskyl@comcast.net

GCC: Glencoe Community Center 
WCH: Winnetka Community House 
NSUMC:  North Shore United 
                           Methodist Church
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