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Marx’s Law

I will not receive the Nobel Prize for this, but | have just discovered a new law of nature.
Modesty impels me to bestow upon this new discovery the name Marx’s Law. After all, if the
eponymous Murphy could do it,why can’t your emeritus rabbi do so, too?

In its most simple form, Marx’s Law asserts that a stupid issue will drive out a real issue
whenever the media is involved. In its more complex form, the Law asserts that whenever money
is a consideration, the public is, to quote Dickens, “an ass.” The public allows its attention span to
be diverted, subverted, re-channeled whenever the newspapers, radio or television find it profitable
to divert, subvert or re-channel the public’s attention span.

A recent example of Marx’s Law can be found in the hysteria over the Mark Foley affair. That a
Florida Congressman should exhibit outrageous behavior in his email messages to a
Congressional page is certainly reprehensible and disgusting. But that this aberration should be
sustained as the lead television news item day after day is an example of how the selling of news
trumps the significance of the news.

Part of Marx’s Law asserts that small scale scandal will trump big scale scandal whenever it is
given a chance to do so. Congressman Foley’s indiscretions, for example, received much more
attention than the way Congress caved in before the President on the subject of terrorist
prosecutions, and passed a law which would effectively prevent the prosecution of administration
officials guilty of violating the Geneva Convention by torturing prisoners. While the Foley affair
was being discussed ad nauseum, we hardly took notice of the fact that seven of our marines
serving in Iraq, determined to punish someone they thought to be a terrorist, instead seized an
innocent neighbor, took him outside, repeatedly shot him in the head, and then planted a gun on
his dead body, creating false evidence to suggest that the killing was done in self-defense.

Marx’s Law understands that stupid issues serve a useful purpose. A scandal is always
available to decision makers who want to avoid making decisions, and a sex scandal is always
more useful than a financial scandal. We would much rather spend hours watching a president
accused of hanky panky in the White House or a jaded ex-football star accused of a jealousy
murder than a debate on raising the minimum wage. After all, in this process, the fate of one or
two public personalities becomes much more important than the fate of millions of people who are
forced to live in poverty—a poverty in which our weak attention span helps to facilitate.

A minimum wage (not to mention a “living wage”) is merely one of the casualties of Marx’s Law
at work. So is the stupid and immoral war in Iraq. So is the redistribution of wealth which is rapidly
taking place throughout our society. So is the paralysis about the pollution of our atmosphere, of
our water supply, of our food supply. | could go crazy going on like this. | would like to repeal
Marx’s Law.

Robert J. Marx
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Friday Night Services

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services
at the Winnetka Community House on the following
evenings:

Shabbat Lech Lecha

Torah Portion: Genesis 12:1-17:27

Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16

Family Service Only

No 8:00 p.m. service

Please note: Services this evening will be held at the
Lakeview Center at Gillson Park in Wilmette.

November 3
7:00 p.m.
Family

November 10
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Vayera
Torah Portion: Genesis 18:1-22:24
Haftarah: Il Kings 4:1-37

November 17
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Chayei Sarah
Torah Portion: Genesis 23:1-25:18
Haftarah: | Kings I:I-31

Shabbat Toledot
Torah Portion: Genesis 25:19-28:9
Haftarah: Malachi I:]-2:7

November 24
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Morning Minyan

Our November Shabbat Morning minyanim will
take place on November 4 at the home of Barbara
and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-
242-9884). Services begin at 8:30 a.m. and last
one hour.

Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org) or
(847-266-8854) with any questions.

Family Shabbat
Service

Please join us at our monthly
Family Shabbat Service on
Friday evening, November 3 at
7:00 p.m. at Lakeview Center at
Gillson Park in Wilmette (Note
change of venue). First and
Second Grade students in our
Religious School will help lead
the service and host the oneg.
Our Family Service is shorter
than our regular services and is
geared toward families with
children.

As always, people of all ages are
welcome and encouraged to
attend.

Please contact Rabbi Elder
(847-266-8854) or
(rabbi@hakafa.org) with any
questions.

Please note that there will be no
8:00 p.m. service on this evening.

Rabbi Marx to Visit

Rabbi Robert Marx, our beloved
Rabbi Emeritus, will visit Hakafa
the weekend of November 10-
12. He will give a sermon at
Shabbat services on Friday,
November 10 and on Sunday,
November 12. He will lead the
adult education class in a
discussion of the "The Lasting
Legacy of Hannah Arendt." We
look forward to having him with
us.
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Dr. Mark Washofsky to be
Hakafa's Scholar-in-Residence

We are very excited to announce that we will have
Dr. Mark Washofsky with us the weekend of
December 8-10 as a scholar in-residence
sponsored by the Hakafa Endowment Fund. Dr.
Washofsky Ph.D. is the Solomon B. Freehof
Professor of Jewish Law and Practice at Hebrew
Union College in Cincinnati. Dr. Washofsky has
been a member of the HUC-JIR faculty since 1985,
most recently serving as Professor of Rabbinics,
and specializes in the literature of the Talmud and
Jewish law. He received his rabbinical ordination
(1980) and Ph.D. (1987) from HUC-JIR.

Dr. Washofsky chairs the Responsa Committee of

the Central Conference of American rabbis, which
was founded in 1906 by Kaufmann Kohler and

empowered by its most prolific writer, Rabbi
Solomon B. Freehof. His extensive publications
include Jewish Living and Practice (URJ Press,
2000), Teshuvot for the Nineties (with W. Gunther
Plaut, CCAR, 1997), and essays and articles on
Reform rabbinic responsa, Jewish bioethics,
outreach and conversion, prayer in the vernacular,
abortion, medieval and liberal Halakhah, the right
to die, and AIDS and ethical responsibility, among
others.

See the December Circle for more details.
We hope you will join us.
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Share Your
Holidays

On occasion, there are
Hakafa members who would
like to share holidays with
fellow congregants and do
not have the opportunity to
do so. If you would like to
host a fellow congregant for
a holiday meal, or if you
need or want a place to go
for the holidays, contact
Sylvia Dresser at 847-945-
6095.

Rosh Chodesh Group

A Rosh Chodesh group meets
once a month, at the time of the
new moon, for discussion,
examination of a topic, and
conversation.

The next meeting of Hakafa's
Rosh Chodesh Group will be

held Sunday, November 19, at
7 P.M. at Jackie Spector's

house, 932 15th Street in
Wilmette.

Rosh Chodesh is traditionally a
woman's holiday. Any Adult is
welcome to attend.

RSVP to Jackie at:
847-251-1695
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New Members

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to our newest members:

Christine and Mark Adler and their children: Matthew and Claire

Joli and Ruben Fridman and their two children: Nina and Maya

Howard Klapman and Laura Alter Klapman

Allison and Jonathan Kommel and their children: Alexandra and Benjamin

Stacy and David Saef and their two children: Aaron and Dina

Karee Rubinstein Wallach and Richard Wallach and their children: Grace and Ezra

Condolences to:

Andrew Delman on the loss of his grandmother, Rae
Delman

Tom Gutman and family on the loss of his
grandmother, Elva Stein

David Joel and family on the loss of his father, Yale
Joel.

Eileen Joseph and family on the loss of her
grandmother, Lilly Mozes

Dianthe Olschan on the loss of her sister, and Michael
Shapiro, Matt Shapiro and family on the loss of their
mother, Bea Shapiro

Heather Ross and family on the loss of her
grandmother, Juliette Saks Hortick

Joel Sanders and family on the loss of his aunt, Helen
Schwarzbach

Ben Wallach and family on the loss of his grandfather,
Kalman Wallach

A Special "Thank you"
to:

Everyone who helped make our
High Holiday  Services the
wonderful experience they were.

Scott Lowtwait for his wonderful
guidance with the sukkah.

Mazal Tov to the
following
B'nai Mitzvah:

November 4 Ben Percifield
November 11 Jacob Dray
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Directory

The 2006-2007 Hakafa
Directory is in the process
of being updated and will
be delivered in December.
Please contact Mareon
(847-242-0687) or
(admin@hakafa.org) with
any changes in family
members, addresses,
phone numbers, or email
addresses.

Friday Night Oneg
Hosts Needed

Now is the time to reserve
the dates you want to host
a Friday night oneg. It is a
nice way to celebrate a
birthday, anniversary, bar
or bat mitzvah, or other
special occasion with the
Congregation.

Please contact Jacque
Spector (773-761-2987) or
(jln512@comcast.net) to
reserve a date!

Member News
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Chesed

Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to
one another. If you know of anyone in our
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death in
the family, or personal stress, who could benefit
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854). You can also
contact Janet Hersh (jjahsh@aol.com or 847-256-
0966) to volunteer.

Hakafa Goes to a
Chicago Bulls Game

Please join Hakafa at our First Annual
Jewish  Community Night with the
Chicago Bulls on Monday, December
11, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the United
Center. The Bulls will be playing the
Indiana Pacers. On this special night
tickets can be purchased at half price!
Tickets regularly priced at $40 are
available for only $20. Contact Mark
Weisbard at mweisbard@dykema.com
ASAP with your interest.

CHICAGO
BULLS
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Enroll Your Child in SKIP Now and Invest in Your Child's Jewish Future

The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) program is a special savings plan that
helps Chicago area Jewish youth visit Israel as an integral part of their Jewish education.
Young people who participate in the program for the full seven years (grades 3 through 9) will
have approximately $2,000, including interest, saved to help meet the cost of an Israel Experience
program. SKIP funds can be used beginning the summer after 9" grade through FIVE YEARS
AFTER GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL. Furthermore, SKIP contributions, plus interest, are
FULLY REFUNDABLE at any time should your son or daughter not participate on an lIsrael
Experience program.

SKIP GOAL - an Israel Experience program as part of each child's Jewish education. SKIP funds
can be used for your family’s choice of a wide variety of approved high school or college Israel
Experience programs.

SKIP PARTNERS - your family, your congregation, and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago each contribute to the SKIP savings plan.

SKIP ENROLLMENT - enroll in public or day school grades 3-6 and continue to make
contributions through 9th grade.

SKIP FACTS — More than 4,200 participants are currently enrolled in SKIP through more than 51
participating congregations, and more than 1,625 teens and young adults have used their SKIP
funds to help them participate on an Israel Experience program.

SKIP INFORMATION - for more information on the SKIP program or enroliment in SKIP, contact
Terry Rosenthal (847 251-7522 e-mail terryr@tsrconsult.com) or SKIP (312-444-2895).

Hakafa Trip to Israel

It's your last chance to join us! Our trip to Israel is just two weeks away! Come with Hakafa on
a trip to remember. See the sights, meet interesting people, and explore Israel in a way reflective
of our congregational community, through a uniquely designed program with Shorashim.
Experience Moments that Matter: A People to People Israel Journey!

Dates: November 15 (late afternoon) — November 26, 2006
Cost: $2950 per person based on half-board/double occupancy
For More Information: View the full sample itinerary at www.hakafa.org,
contact Anne Lanski (anne@shorashim.org) or Adam Stewart
(adam@shorashim.org), call 773-342-3868, or contact Rabbi Elder

(rabbi@hakafa.org) or 847-266-8854)
Join us for a trip to remember!
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Congregation Hakafa Crafts Fair

CONGREGATION HAKAFA CRAFTS FAIR

Sunday, November 19™
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Shop for Hanukkah Gifts During Religious
Schooll!

Back by Popular Demand: Jewelry of Israeli artist Orit Eidlin. At the
request of many of you who are familiar with Orit's jewelry, we have
another opportunity to make the jewelry available to you at our Jewelry
and Craft Fair on November 19. We hope to have some familiar pieces
and some new designs as well.

Calling all creative crafts-peoplel

Sell your wares during the Crafts Fair!

If interested, please contact:
Joan Fishman by November 10:
ifishman@sbcglobal.net or 847-853-1766

iy
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Hakafa Calendar ~ November 2006 ~ Cheshvan/Kislev 5767

Sun .
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
For calendar and Circle 8:30 a.m. Minyan
submissions, contact T
1 i Bar Mitzvah of
Lori W“anSky 1:00-2:30 12:00-1:15 Ben Percifield
Phone/Fax: 847-444-1488 Tanach Study Lunch & Learn
E-mail: in the Loop )
] 7:00 p.m. 6:00-8:00 p.m.
wilanskyl@comcast.net 1st and 2nd Grade Janior Youth Group
*Updated calendars will be Family Shabbat (grades 3-5) goes
. Service and Oneg bowlin.
included (Gillson Park) e
5 6 7 8 9 ] 0 ] ] Veteran’s Day
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 9:00
Religious School 1st B’nai Mitzvah
(Preschool Class Meets) Workshop Service
1:00-2:30 12:00-1:15 (NSUMC)
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Tanach Study Lunch & Learn on
Adult Study—Dick the North Shore 400 Bar Mitzvah of
; :00 p.m.

Gibbs (guest speaker) 415-6:00 Shabbat Services Jacob Dray
2:45-5:00 p.m. Hebrew School Rabbi Marx visits Senior Youth Group

Confirmation Class

(WCH)

(grades 6-8) to Whirly
Ball

12

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School

13

10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Adult Study—Rabbi
Robert Marx

1:30-2:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class

14

10:00 a.m.
Mishneh Torah

12:00 p.m.
Hebrew Circle

4:15-6:00
Hebrew School

15

Israel Trip Leaves

Circle Submissions due

16

17

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services
(WCH)

18

7:00 p.m. Film Group
(NSUMC)

19 20

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School
(Preschool Class Meets)

10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Adult Study

21

No Hebrew School

22

23

Thanksgiving Day

24

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services
(WCH)

25

26

No Religious School
(Family Day)

27

Israel Trip Returns

28

10:00 a.m.
Mishneh Torah

4:15-6:00
Hebrew School

29

1:00-2:30
Tanach Study

30

GCC:
WCH:
NSUMC:

Glencoe Community Center
Winnetka Community House
North Shore United
Methodist Church




