
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

 
The Other Side of the Bus 

 
On the occasion of what would have been Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s seventy-fifth birthday 

three years ago, President Bush visited the King Center in Atlanta to lay a wreath on the 
reverend’s tomb.  A statement released from the White House later that day explained that the 
president’s fifteen minutes at Dr. King’s graveside were a tribute to "Dr. King's legacy, his vision 
and his lifetime of service…a way to honor a lifetime dedicated to fighting for equal opportunity and 
equal justice for all people."1  President Bush has re-iterated his respect for Dr. King’s legacy many 
times since then, most notably at the funerals of both Coretta Scott King and Rosa Parks. 

It has been fifty-one years since Rosa Parks refused to sit in the back of a bus in 
Montgomery, Alabama, galvanizing what became known as the Civil Rights Movement.  And, as 
many strides as African-Americans have made in our society over the past half century, we are still 
plagued with: 

- segregated cities in which a lack of public services and crumbling infrastructure 
continue, disproportionately, to affect black communities;  

- a criminal justice system that still discriminates against African Americans; 
- a curtailment of affirmative action programs that provide access to many 

occupations and universities traditionally not open to African-Americans;   
- an Attorney General who, simultaneously, tries to curtail all of our civil liberties while 

relaxing gun and torture restrictions;  
- an image I cannot, after three years, get out of my head -  a President who, while 

laying that wreath on Dr. King’s grave in the name of equality, pushed protesters, 
many of whom are civil rights activists in their own right, behind a row of buses 
more than 150 yards away. 

In the years since Dr. King’s death, how far have we really come?  From the back of the bus to the 
side of the bus. 

As much as our love of Barak Obama allows us to insist we are no longer racist, the societal 
inequalities that continue to run deep within our communities suggest otherwise.  Just ask the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina or, more locally, the residents of Chicago’s west side.  Our war in Iraq, 
our battle against terrorism, and our continued preoccupation with protecting our borders from the 
evil “other” cannot let us forget that, if we continue to ignore the mounting economic, social, and 
racial pressures from within, the “free” society for which we are fighting so earnestly will 
disintegrate before our very eyes 
  Where would Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. have been on his birthday three years ago were he 
still alive?  Would he have stood with President Bush before the wading pools of the King Center in 
Atlanta, or would he have been on the other side of the bus?   
 Wherever he would have been, I hope we all would have joined him … 
 

Rabbi Bruce Elder 
 
1 See http://www.wsbtv.com/news/2763417/detail.html 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House on the following 
evenings: 
 
January 5  Shabbat Vayechi 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion:  Genesis 47:28-50:26 
Family Service  Haftarah:  I Kings 2:1-12 

No 8:00 P.M. service 
 
January 12   Shabbat Shemot 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion:   Exodus 1:1-6:1 
   Haftarah:  Isaiah 27:6-28:13 
 
January 19   Shabbat Va’era 
   Shabbat in the Home 

No Service at the  
Winnetka Community House 

 
January 26  Shabbat Bo 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 10:1-13:16 
   Haftarah:  Jeremiah 46:13-28 
       

Family Shabbat 
Service 

 
Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, January 5 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House.  
 
Our junior choir will participate in 
the service.  Family Service is 
shorter than our regular services 
and is geared toward families 
with children.  As always, people 
of all ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 

with any questions.   
 

Please note that there will be no 
8:00 p.m. service on this 

evening. 

4

Share Your 
Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or 
if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser 
at 847-945-6095. 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Our January Shabbat Morning minyanim will take place on 
January 6 and January 20 at the home of Barbara and 
Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884).   
 
Services begin at 8:30 a.m. and last one hour.  Please 
contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) 
with any questions. 

 

4 
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SAVE THE DATE! Shabbat in 
the Home is back! 

 
Make Friday, January 19, a special Shabbat 
for you, your family, and your Hakafa family. 
Sing Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, 
share a delicious meal, enjoy interesting 
conversation, meet new friends and re-
connect with old ones! Help make Hakafa the 
encirclement that it is!   
 
On Friday evening, January 19, Hakafa will 
be engaging in “Shabbat in the Home” where 
families host potluck dinners in their homes. 
Every congregant will be invited to dine and 
share Shabbat at someone's home. We hope 
you will join us! 
 

There will be no services at Winnetka 
Community House that evening. 

 
Questions? Contact Debbie Charen (847-

498-9221 or debbie.charen@comcast.net). 
 
Please note: Yahrzeit names for this 
weekend will be read at Shabbat morning 
minyan the next day.  

Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
A Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, at the time of the new moon, for discussion, 
examination of a topic, and conversation.  
 
The next meeting of Hakafa's Rosh Chodesh Group will be held Sunday, January 21, at 1 p.m. at 
Gayle Justman’s house, 2918 Crabtree Lane in Wilmette.  
 
Rosh Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday. Any adult is welcome to attend.   
 

RSVP to Gayle at:  
847-256-7508 

Prayer and Celebration 

Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 

Tu B’Shevat (pronounced Too Bish-VAHT), the 
Jewish New Year of the Trees, falls on 
Saturday, February 3 this year. According to 
the Talmud, the fifteenth of the Hebrew month 
Shevat (Tu in Hebrew means “fifteen”) is the 
day designated as the end of the period in 
which most of Israel’s yearly rainfall has fallen. 
It also marks the time when trees have used up 
water from the previous year’s rainfall and have 
begun absorbing the water of the New Year.  
 
On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring the cycle of our 
trees, we sanctify the power of nature, our 
most precious resource. We do so through a 
Tu B’shevat seder. Our congregational seder 
will take place on Friday, February 2, at 7:45 
p.m. immediately following family services. 
We will sit down for a short, special celebration 
in which we will taste of various fruits and sip 
from four different kinds of “wine” (juice will be 
served). 

Help us usher in nature’s New Year! 

44 
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Member Directory  
Please contact our administrator, Mareon Arnold 
(847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org), if you have 
not yet received your 2006-2007 Hakafa 
Membership Directory. 

Member News w w

Mazal Tov to the following Bar Mitzvah: 
Michael Koza – January 13 

New Members: 
Please join us in extending a warm welcome to our 
newest members: 
 
Steven Bierig and Tamara Sharton and their 
children, Elon Sharton-Bierig and Eytan Sharton-
Bierig 
 
Eugene and Sharon Gutan 
 
 Michael Yellen and Audrey Pam and their children, 
Lucy and Izzy Yellen 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s way of reaching out to 
one another.  If you know of anyone in our 
congregation who is in crisis from an illness, death in 
the family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854).  
 
You can also contact Janet Hersh (jjahsh@aol.com 
or 847-256-0966) to volunteer. 

Friday Night Oneg 
Hosts Needed 

Now is the time to reserve 
the dates you want to host 
a Friday night oneg. It is a 
nice way to celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary, bar 
or bat mitzvah, or other 
special occasion with the 
Congregation.   

Please contact Lynn 
Sanders (847-501-2768) or 
lynn@parkaveproductions.

com) to reserve a date! 

Congregation 
Meeting 

 
Our next Congregation 
Meeting will take place  
after Religious School 
on February 11, at 12:15 
p.m. at the Glencoe 
Community Center.  
 
 All congregants are 
welcome and encouraged 
to join us.  If you have any 
questions, please contact 
our President, Jay 
Hesdorffer (847-441-0114 
or hesdor@aol.com).  
 
Grab a bagel and join us! 

 
(There is no January meeting) 
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Member News 

  

Jewish Federation College Summer Internships Available 
 
Coming home to Chicago this summer?  Apply now for a Lewis Summer Internship!  Undergrads 
residing (parental residence) or attending school in Illinois may apply on-line (juf.org/hillel/lsip) for 
one of twenty-six paid internships in agencies and departments of the Jewish Federation of 
Chicago.  

Call 312-444-2868 for more information. 

w w

Come Have Coffee with Us  
 
Four years ago, then-President Jonah Orlofsky and I held a series of coffees to discuss our 
encirclement.  We wanted to know why you joined Hakafa, what you appreciated about it, and how 
you envisioned it in the years to come.  Many of the programs we have implemented over the 
intervening years have come as a direct result of those get-togethers.  It is time for us to meet once 
again. 
 
Over the next few months, our president, Jay Hesdorffer, and I would like to sit down and talk with 
you.  We want to hear your ideas about what Hakafa can be and share some of our own.  We want 
to continue to make Hakafa a reflection of all of us.  To that end, we have asked a number of 
congregants in various neighborhoods to open their homes in order to hold informal coffees from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. on the dates listed below.  We hope you will be able to attend one and share your 
thoughts with us. 
 

• January 10 - The home of Laura & Rick Prohov 
(2435 Pomona Lane, Wilmette) 

• January 24 - The home of Ellen & Michael Alter  
(320 White Oak Lane, Winnetka) 

• January 28 - The home of Debbie & Andrew Charen (1109 Blackthorn Lane, Northbrook) 
• February 07 - The home of Julie Campbell & Mark Kusatzky (1228 Lake Ave., Wilmette)  
• February 21 - The home of Ellen & John O’Dwyer  

(825 Sheridan Road, Glencoe) 
• February 28 - The home of Dottie Hammel 

(347 Latrobe Avenue, Northfield) 
• March 07 - The home of David & Julie Kaplan (1201 Cambridge Court, Highland Park) 
• March 14 - The home of Norman & Anna Berger (646 Rice Street, Highland Park) 

 
Please feel free to contact me (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854) with any questions. 

  We look forward to seeing you. 
 



11                                                        The Circle                                      January 2007 

Scholarship Opportunities !! 
The Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago Academic 

Scholarship Program 
 

Educational scholarship funds from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago are available 
for college and graduate students for the 2007-2008 academic year. Approximately $500,000 is 
available for Jewish students who are identified as having promise for significant contributions in 
their chosen careers and are in need of financial assistance for full-time academic programs 
primarily in the helping professions. 
 
Applicants must be legally domiciled in the greater Chicago metropolitan area, or, in some 
cases, Cook County or Northwest Indiana. Jewish Vocational Service administers the 
scholarship program and personally interview all applicants before April 20. 
 
To apply, go to:www.jvschicago.org and click Scholarship Services. 
 

For additional information or questions, call the JVS Scholarship Secretary: 
 (312) 673-3457 or e-mail jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org. 

 
 

Application deadline:  
February 15, 2007 

Campership Program of Chicago 
 

A new and exciting program, the Campership Program of Chicago is offering scholarships to 
Jewish campers who are members of a Chicago-area synagogue and who would like their 
children to enjoy the fun and fellowship of an overnight camp that has a Jewish affiliation. 

 
Two scholarship levels are available. Children attending a Jewish camp for the first time ever 
can receive $1250, and those attending camp for the second time can receive scholarships of 
$750. The program is not “needs based”, there is no economic criteria. The “need” which we 

hope to make an impact on is spiritual in nature and  
exists in all income brackets. 

 
 

Applications for 2007 are now being accepted. 
 

General Information: http://www.campership.net/index.html 
Questions: info@campership.net 
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Israel TT 

Combatants for Peace    
 
On Thursday, January 25, at 7:30 p.m. at Beth Emet Synagogue (1224 Dempster, Evanston), 
Hakafa is co-sponsoring a discussion with Sulaiman Al Hamri and Elik Elhanan, the Palestinian 
and Israeli coordinators for Combatants for Peace.  Combatants for Peace was started by 
Palestinians and Israelis who had taken part in the cycle of violence between the two peoples and 
who have decided to put down their guns and instead fight for peace.  This event is part of a 22-
city US tour jointly sponsored by Brit Tzedek v'Shalom and Combatants for Peace. 
 

For more information, contact Brit Tzedek v’Shalom, The Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace 
(312-341-1205 or www.btvshalom.org). 

Tu B’Shevat  
 

Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish New Year for Trees, falls on the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month of 
Shevat and marks the time when trees begin to drink in the rainfall of the new year.  It is a 
celebration of spring’s rebirth and renewal, and an appreciation of the interconnectedness of man 
and nature. 
 
"Over the years, this holiday has taken on the theme of planting trees in Israel, making it JNF's 
holiday," said Bob Levine, JNF's National Vice President for Education.  "Perhaps no other 
organization is as strongly associated with a holiday as JNF is with Tu B'Shevat.  Over the past 
105 years, Jews have come together to plant over 240 million trees through JNF, providing 
luscious belts of green covering more than 250,000 acres of land in Israel."  

 

Today, JNF is putting its century of experience to work with the Blueprint Negev initiative, 
supporting Israel’s newest generation of pioneers in developing the Negev Desert, Israel’s last 
frontier.  

For more information on JNF or to plant trees in Israel, call 1-800-542-TREE (8733) or visit 
http://www.jnf.org/. To contact your local office, please call 888-JNF-0099 or visit 

http://www.jnf.org/. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
New Year’s Day 

2 
No Hebrew School 

(Winter Break) 

3 
 

4 5 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat  
Services—Junior Choir 
Sings (WCH) 

6 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 

7 
No Religious School 

(Winter Break) 

8 
 

9 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School   
Resumes 

10 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
 
 
 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Coffee at the home of 
Laura & Rick Prohov 
(2435 Pomona Lane, 
Wilmette) 

11 
 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

12 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Dinner hosted by the 
7th Grade Class 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

13 
Bar Mitzvah of   
Michael Koza 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Senior Youth Group to 
Whirly Ball 

14 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School  
Resumes 
(Preschool Class Meets) 
10:15 a.m. Welcome 
Back Parent Coffee 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
2:15-4:45 
Confirmation Class 
Resumes 
5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Hakafa Fun Night at the 
JCC in Northbrook 

15 
Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Day 

 
Circle Submissions due 

16 
 
12:00-1:00 
Hebrew Circle 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  
 
7:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class 
(NSUMC) 

17 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

18 
 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn on  
the North Shore 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shabbat in the Home 

20 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
10:00 a.m. 
2nd B’nai Mitzvah 
Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Film Group 
(NSUMC) 

21 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study - Death 
Penalty Forum 
12:15 p.m. 
Women Employed 
Meeting (GCC) 
1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
Junior Youth Group 
Event  

22 
 
 

23 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class 
(NSUMC) 

24 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
 
 
 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Coffee at the home of 
Ellen & Michael Alter 
(320 White Oak Lane, 
Winnetka) 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Tenth Grade  
Retreat 

 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

27 
3rd Tenth Grade  

Retreat 

28 
3rd Tenth Grade  

Retreat 
 

No Religious School 
(Family Day) 

 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Coffee at the home of 
Deborah & Andrew 
Charen (1109 
Blackthorn Lane, 
Northbrook) 
 

29 30 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Adult Hebrew Class 
(NSUMC) 

31 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
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E-mail:  wilanskyl@comcast.net 
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WCH: Winnetka Community House 
NSUMC: North Shore United Methodist Church 


