
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Sitze, Adolf 
  
 I applaud Germany for its many acts of reconciliation in the decades since the Holocaust. 
Reparations the German government has paid Israel over the years have bolstered the Israeli 
economy.  The many museums and monuments that have been built throughout all Germany in 
memory of the Nazis’ victims, and the yearly commemorations held at them all, are statements of 
collective reflection and soul searching.  And, Germany’s hate crimes legislation is some of the 
toughest in the world.  Supporting Nazism and denying the Holocaust are federal offenses. 
 But, has Germany missed the point? 
 This week, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency reported that a man named Roland T will be 
spending five months in a Berlin jail for training his dog, an Alsatian-cross named Adolf, to give the 
Nazi salute.  Born on Hitler’s birthday, Adolf lifts his front paw in a swift, stiff manner whenever he 
hears “Heil Hitler.”  Performing the salute is illegal in Germany, and Roland T, a known Nazi 
sympathizer and instigator, had done his best over the years to display his loyalty to the banned 
organization.  Judges have been lenient with him in the past. They had suspended a number of 
sentences for other Nazi-related infractions of his, because Roland had suffered brain damage in a 
car accident.  But, Adolf’s antics proved too much for the courts to accept.  
 I am glad that German courts are focusing on a Hitler-saluting dog and his ill master when: 

1) Eighty percent of Germany’s two million Turks feel that their countrymen discriminate 
against them. 

2) More than forty reports by human rights bodies have cited extensive discrimination 
against a variety of religious groups in Germany, the Church of Scientology documenting 
more than 1,500 cases of discrimination against its followers alone. 

3) Fifty-two percent of Germans feel the country has too many foreigners living among 
them, though foreigners constitute less than nine percent of the country’s residents. 

 Perhaps Germany should be doing less to atone for the past and more to show that the lessons 
of the past were learned. 
 When Turkish immigrants can feel at home in their new homeland, when members of 
religious groups more peripheral to German society do not feel harassed by the majority, and when 
Germans can appreciate that the “others” among them better their society and not poison it, then we 
will know that Nazism will have been eradicated in Germany.  Until then, all of Germany’s steps 
forward are nice, but they are mere window dressings to feelings of distrust and hatred that boiled 
over once before into the greatest tragedy of the twentieth century. 
 Adolf is in protective custody now.  His name has been changed to Adi, and he is being 
trained to shake a person’s hand instead of offering the Nazi salute. 
 Apparently, you can teach an old dog new tricks. 
 Can the same be said of Germany?        
   

Bruce Elder 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House on the following 
evenings: 
 
January 4  Shabbat Va’era 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Exodus 6:2-9:35 
Family Service  Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:25-29:21 

 
January 11  Shabbat Bo 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 10:1-13:16 
   Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28 
    
January 18  Shabbat Beshalach 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16
   Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31 
 
January 25  Shabbat Yitro 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 18:1-20:23
   Haftarah:  Isaiah 6:1-7:6 
 

4

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
 
Please join us on Saturdays, January 5 and January 
19 at 8:30 a.m. at the home of Barbara and Allen 
Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884) 
for our next informal Shabbat morning services.  
 
This hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  
People of all ages are encouraged and welcome to join 
us.   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

4 

Tot Shabbat 

 
 
 

Our next Tot Shabbat will be held 
on Saturday, January 19 at 
10:00 a.m. at the North Shore 
United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Come 
join other families with children 
ages five and younger (including 
parents, siblings, and/or 
extended family) to sing, dance, 
hear a story, and pray! 
 
Our fun, 30-minute service is 
followed by a short kiddush of 
juice and cookies. 

Family Shabbat Service 
 
Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, January 4 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).   
 
Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular services and is 
geared toward families with 
children. As always, people of all 
ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266- 8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
with questions. 
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Shabbat Services and  
Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder 

 
Tu B’Shevat (pronounced Too Bish-VAHT), the Jewish New 
Year of the Trees, falls on Tuesday, January 22 this year. 
According to the Talmud, the fifteenth of the Hebrew month 
Shevat (Tu in Hebrew means “fifteen”) is the day 
designated as the end of the period in which most of 
Israel’s yearly rainfall has fallen.  It also marks the time 
when trees have used up water from the previous year’s 
rainfall and have begun absorbing the water of the New 
Year.  On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring the cycle of our trees, 
we sanctify the power of nature, our most precious 
resource. We do so through a Tu B’shevat seder.  
 
Our congregational seder will take place on Friday, 
January 18, at 8:45 p.m. immediately following 
services.  We will sit down for a short, special celebration 
in which we will taste of various fruits and sip from four 
different kinds of “wine” (juice will be served).  Help us 
usher in nature’s New Year! 

Prayer and Celebration 

Shabbat in the Home  
Make January 25 a special Shabbat for you, your 

family, and your Hakafa community. 
 
On Friday evening, January 25, Hakafa will be engaging 
in “Shabbat in the Home” where families host potluck 
dinners.  Every congregant will be invited to dine and share 
Shabbat at someone’s home. We hope you will join us as 
we sing Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, share a 
delicious meal, enjoy interesting conversation, meet new 
friends, and reconnect with old ones!  Help make Hakafa 
the encirclement that it is!   
 

There will be no services at the  
Winnetka Community House that evening. 

 
Questions?  Contact Debbie Charen 

(debbie.charen@comcast.net or 847-498-9221). 
 

44 
Share Your Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or 
if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser 
at 847-945-6095. 

 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 
We are looking for hosts for 
Friday evening onegs this winter.  
Now is the time to reserve your 
date!   
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is 
a nice way to celebrate a bar or 
bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation.  
It is also a nice way to honor the 
memory of a loved one on 
his/her yahrzeit.   
 
If you are able to host an oneg, 
please contact: Lynn Sanders 
(lynnbo608@yahoo.com or 847-
501-2768) to reserve a date. 
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Member News w w

Scholarship Opportunity 
 
Approximately $500,000 in scholarship funds will be available from the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago for Jewish college and graduate students in need of financial assistance for 
the 2008-2009 academic year. Eligibility requirements include: full-time graduate enrollment 
primarily in a “helping profession;” vocational or undergraduate training in the helping sectors 
requiring no graduate education for employment; studies in the arts or sciences; communications 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; or, law. 
 
Applicants must be legally domiciled in the greater Chicago area. Jewish Vocational Services 
administers the scholarship program and interviews all applicants. To apply, go to 
www.jvschicago.org and click Scholarship Services. For additional information or questions, call 
the JVS Scholarship Secretary (312-673-3457 or jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org). The application 
deadline is February 15, 2008. 

Condolences to: 
 
Mitch Brown and family on the loss of Mitch’s mother, Judy 
Brown. 
 
Gail Solotke and family on the loss of Gail’s father, Michael 
Gordon. 
 
Julia Volpe and family on the loss of Julia’s mother, Ida 
Mazina. 

Congregation Directory 
 
Please contact our administrator, Rona Elder (847-242-
0687 or admin@hakafa.org), if you have not yet received 
your copy of the 2007-2008 Congregation Hakafa Directory. 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s 
way of reaching out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone 
in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who 
could benefit from support, such 
as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to 
a health care appointment, 
please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).  
 
You can also contact Janet 
Hersh (847-256-0966 or 
jjahsh@aol.com) to volunteer. 
 

Congregation Meeting 
 
Our next Congregation Meeting will take place DURING 
Religious School on January 20, at 10:30 a.m. at the Cove 
School (350 Lee Road, Northbrook).   
 
All congregants are welcome and encouraged to join us. If 
you have any questions, please contact our President, Jay 
Hesdorffer (847-441-0114 or hesdor@aol.com).  We hope 
to see you there! 

Please help us welcome… 
New Members: 

Joel Grossman and Amy 
Schiffman and their two children:  

Adina and Joshua. 
 

Returning Members: 
Jeffrey and Rebecca Cohen 
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Adult Education 

Hebrew Circle  
  

Are you a Hebrew speaker looking for the 
opportunity to utilize your Hebrew skills with 
fellow Hakafa members in an informal 
setting?  If so, our Hebrew Circle is for you!  
Join us on Tuesday, January 15 at noon 
at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 312-322-0290) 
for an hour of lunch and conversation!  
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah study will continue every 
Sunday that Religious School is in session from 
12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

Adult Study on Sunday 
 
Professor Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern of 
Northwestern University will be teaching adult 
study for the month of January on the topic of 
The Apocryphal Book of Ben Sira.   
 
We will meet at Cove School (350 Lee Road, 
Northbrook) at 10:30 a.m. on January 13 and 
20. We will also meet on 
February 24.   
 
We hope you will join us. Please call Judith 
Joseph (847-204-4043) with questions. 

Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
The Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, 
at the time of the new moon, for discussion, 
examination of a topic, and conversation. Rosh 
Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday. Any 
adult is welcome to attend. 
 
The next meeting of Hakafa's Rosh Chodesh 
Group will be held January 13 at 3:00 p.m.  at 
the house of Susan Scheff (804 Dean, Highland 
Park). We will be discussing the traditions of 
other cultures which have ceremonies to 
recognize the time of the new moon.  
 

R.S.V.P to Susan (847-433-5644 or 
scscheff@comcast.net). 

Mishneh Torah  
 

Interested in studying Halacha (Jewish Law)? 
 
Our next sessions of Mishneh Torah will be 
held on Tuesdays, January 8 and 
January 22 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of 
Gerri and David Kahnweiler (1070 
Westmoor Road, Winnetka). 
 
Come join us to learn more about what 
Jewish law has to say on almost every 
aspect of life. 

Tanach Study 
 
Come enjoy the book of Second Kings with 

other Hakafa members! 
 
We meet on Wednesdays at the home of 
Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, 
Wilmette) from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  As 
always, all are welcome and encouraged to 
attend this stimulating conversation.   
 
Note: There will be no class on January 2. 
Our January 9 session will be held at the home 
of Janet Hersch (1737 Highland Ave., 
Wilmette). 
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3rd and 4th Grade Kabbalat Shabbat Dinner 

  

Some Facts About Snow in Israel  
 

The word for snow in Hebrew is sheleg (dka), from the root Shin-Lamed-Gimel. 

 Every few years, Jerusalem receives measurable snowfall, and the city shuts down. 

 There are no snowplow trucks in Jerusalem. 

 Mt. Hermon, in the north of Israel, which was captured from Syria during the Six Day 
War of 1967, is home not only to the Alpinist Unit of the Israeli Defense Force, but also 
to a ski resort complete with Swiss-style chalets.  It is the #2 tourist site in Israel and is 
especially popular with Japanese skiers. 

 An Israeli company named Bermad helped the Torino, Italy Winter Olympics 
Committee in 2006.  There was a dearth of natural snow, and Israeli artificial snow-
makers worked around the clock so the Olympics could start on time.   

 
 Oddly enough, those same snow machines do not work on Mt. Hermon in Israel.  For 

some reason, the artificially made snow just melts. 

For up-to-the-minute Israeli weather and news: www.israelweather.co.il/english/index.asp 
 

Israel 

Friday, February 1, 2008 
5:30 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Family Shabbat 
Services 

 
Winnetka Community House 

(620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
 
Please contact Rona Elder (847-
242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) 

with questions. 
 

Please return this form by 
January 25. 

 

____ We plan to attend Kabbalat Shabbat  Dinner and 
Services with Hakafa on Friday, February 1, 2008! 
 
____ We will be happy to bring a dessert for the Oneg. 
 
_____# Adults @ $15.00 $ __________ 
 
_____# Children @ $10.00 $ ________ 
Total Enclosed: $ ________ 
 
Name_______________________________ 
Please return this form, with your check made payable to 
Congregation Hakafa, to: 
Congregation Hakafa 
P.O. Box 409 
Glencoe, IL 60022 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 New Year’s Day 
 
 
 
 
No Hebrew School  
(Winter Break) 

2 3 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service 
(WCH) 

5 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 

6 
 
No Religious School  
(Winter Break) 
 
 
2:00 p.m. 
Nextbook Jewish 
Literature Series 
discussion of  
Angels in America  
(Wilmette Public Library) 

7 8 
 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School Resumes 
(Cove) 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study at the    
home of Janet & Stuart 
Hersh (1737 Highland 
Avenue, Wilmette) 

10 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Tenth Grade 
Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

12 
Second Tenth Grade 
Retreat 

13          
9:45 a.m.  
Religious School 

Resumes 
(Cove) 
 
10:15 a.m.  
Preschool Class (Cove) 
 
10:15 a.m.  
Welcome Back Parent 

Coffee  
(Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Adult Study (Cove) 
 
12:15 p.m.  
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 
 
2:30 p.m.  
Confirmation (NSUMC) 
 
3:00 p.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Group 

14 15 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
Due 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Hebrew Circle 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Lunch & Learn on the  
North Shore 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Service followed 
by Congregational Tu 
B’Shevat Seder (WCH) 

19 
 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Tot Shabbat (NSUMC) 
 
11:00 a.m.  
Second B’nai Mitzvah 
Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Movie Group 
(NSUMC) 

20 
 
9:45 a.m.  
Religious School—Tu 
B’Shevat Seders (Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Adult Study (Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Congregation Meeting 
(Cove) 
 
12:15 p.m.  
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 
 
2:30 p.m.  
Confirmation (NSUMC) 
 
3:00-4:30 p.m.  
Junior Youth Group plays 
Indoor Mini Golf 

21   
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

22  Tu B’Shevat 
 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th & 8th Grade  
Tween Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat in the Home 

26 
 
7th & 8th Grade  
Tween Retreat 
 

27 
 
No Religious School—
Family Day 
 
7th & 8th Grade  
Tween Retreat 
 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 

30 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study 

31  
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Cove: The Cove School, 
 Northbrook 
WCH: Winnetka Community House, 
 Winnetka 
NSUMC: North Shore United 
 Methodist Church, Glencoe 


