
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Progress 
 Progress. 
 In a national poll taken last week, Americans were asked once again if the United States 
is ready to elect a woman president.  A majority said we are. 
 In that same poll, Americans were asked once again if the United States is ready to 
elect an African-American president.  A majority said we are. 
 In fact, the percentage of people who said the United States is ready for a woman 
president or an African-American president is roughly the same percentage who said four 
years ago, with the candidacy of Senator Joe Lieberman, that we are ready for a Jewish 
president.  
 Nobody was asked if we are ready for an African-American woman president or an 
African-American Jewish woman president.  Nobody was asked if we are ready for a Mexican-
American president.  And, surely, nobody was asked if we are ready for a Muslim, Arab, or gay 
president.    
 The reason for this could be practical:  No one who is an African-American Jewish 
woman or who is Mexican, Muslim, Arab, or gay is currently running or qualified to run for 
president (not that lack of qualifications has ever stopped people from running for, or even 
from becoming, president before).  Or, the reason could be more cynical: None of these would 
have a chance of being elected.  Polling us on their electability would be asking us to stomach 
more than we can at this time.  Polling us on it would be moot. 
 Progress. 
 I do not know about you, but I am not ready for a woman president, an African-American 
president, a Jewish president, a gay president, or a (fill in your own) president at all.  I am 
ready for simply a president.  
 A president, hopefully, will clean up the mess in which our country now finds itself.  
 A president, hopefully, will work to: 
  Fix the economy 
  End the war in Iraq 
  Rebuild partnerships in the world  
  Solve the health care crisis 
  Invest in the environment 

Empower people who are poor, who are homeless, who are marginalized, who 
are struggling, who are forgotten, who are suffering, who are underemployed or 
unemployed, and/or who are exploited. 

 A president would be vigilant about removing the adjectives from before his or her name 
and would challenge us to do so as well. 
 A president would galvanize us to intelligent public debate and engagement. 
 A president would create a climate in our country in which silly questions of division 
would be replaced with challenging questions of substance. That, to me, would be … 
 Progress.  

 Bruce Elder 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House on the following evenings: 
 
February 1  Shabbat Mishpatim 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1-24:18 
Family Service  Haftarah:  Jeremiah 34:8-34:22 
  3rd and 4th Grade  Lead Services  

 
February 8  Shabbat Terumah 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19 
   Haftarah: I Kings 5:25-6:13 
  Guest Speaker: Rabbi Marx 
    
February 15  Shabbat Tetzaveh 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 27:20-30:10
   Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10-27 
 
February 22  Shabbat Ki Tisa 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 30:11-34:35
   Haftarah:  I Kings 18:1-18:39 
  Guest Speaker: David Joel 
 
February 29  Shabbat Vayakhel 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 35:1-38:20
   Haftarah:  I Kings 7:40-7:50 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Robert J. Heidenreich 
 

4

Shabbat Morning Minyan  
 
Please join us on Saturdays, February 2 and March 1 at 
8:30 a.m. at the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson 
(849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884) for our next 
informal Shabbat morning services.  
 
This hour-long service and study is a wonderful opportunity 
to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  People of all ages 
are encouraged and welcome to join us.  Please contact 
Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 
questions. 

4 
Family Shabbat Service 

 
Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, February 1 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka). The third 
and fourth grade students in our 
Religious School will help lead 
the service, and their families will 
host the oneg. 
 
Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular service and is 
geared toward families with 
children. As always, people of all 
ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266- 8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
with questions. 
 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs this winter.  Now is 
the time to reserve your date!   
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is 
a nice way to celebrate a bar or 
bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation.  
It is also a nice way to honor the 
memory of a loved one on 
his/her yahrzeit.   
 

If you are able to host, please 
contact: Lynn Sanders 

(lynnbo608@yahoo.com or 847-
501-2768) to reserve a date. 
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Friday Night Speakers During  
Services in February 

 
We are fortunate to have a number of 

speakers come to Shabbat services in the 
month of February: 

 
February 8:  
Rabbi Robert Marx, Hakafa’s Rabbi Emeritus, will visit 
Hakafa the weekend of February 8-10.  He will give the 
sermon at Shabbat services on Friday, February 8, and 
will lead Adult Study on Sunday, February 10.  We look 
forward to having him with us.  
 
February 22: 
David Joel is a longtime member and past president of 
Hakafa. He represented us at the most recent convention of 
the Union for Reform Judaism.  David is going to speak 
about his impressions of the convention and the direction of 
the Reform Movement today. 
 
February 29:   
Rev. Robert J. Heidenreich of the Sacred Heart Parish of 
Winnetka will be speaking as part of the Glencoe Clergy 
Association’s community-wide Pulpit Exchange.  We 
thought that it would be interesting to explore one another’s 
faith traditions in hopes of continuing our positive dialogue 
amongst our various congregational communities.  
 
As part of the exchange,  Rabbi Elder will be speaking at 
St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church on Sunday, March 2. 
 
 

 

Prayer and Celebration 

Purim is coming!  
 

We’ve heard it from Simba, 
through the grapevine, in a 
yellow submarine, leaving on a 
jet plane, amidst the sounds of 
silence, at Rydell High, and with 
all our heart and soul. Who will 
join us this year?   
 
Find out on Thursday, March 20 
at the Winnetka Community 
House!  
 
This could be the start of 
something new… 
 

44 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or 
if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser 
at 847-945-6095. 
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Member News w w

Scholarship Opportunity 
Approximately $500,000 in scholarship funds will be 
available from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 
Chicago for Jewish college and graduate students in 
need of financial assistance for the 2008-2009 
academic year. To apply, go to www.jvschicago.org and 
click Scholarship Services. For additional information or 
questions, call the Jewish Vocational Services 
Scholarship Secretary (312-673-3457 or 
jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org). The application 
deadline is February 15, 2008. 

Condolences to: 
 
Sara Goodman Atar and family on the loss of Sara’s father-
in-law, Sashke Atar.   
 
Ruth Buhai and family on the loss of Ruth’s husband, Bob 
Buhai. 
 
Steve Drizin and family on the loss of Steve’s father, 
Samuel Drizin. 
 
Arthur and Doris Freeman and family on the loss of Arthur’s 
daughter, April. 
 
Lee Goodman and family on the loss of Lee’s father, 
Lawrence Goodman. 

Mazal Tov to… 
Ann and Alan Meyers on the birth 
of their grandson, Dylan Bernard 
Meyers. 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s 
way of reaching out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone 
in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who 
could benefit from support, such 
as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to 
a health care appointment, 
please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).  
 
You can also contact Janet 
Hersh (847-256-0966 or 
jjahsh@aol.com) to volunteer. 

Mazal Tov to the 
following B’nai Mitzvah: 

 
Annie Fogel – February 2 
Ari Kaplan – February 9 

Thank You to: 
 

Elyse Rifkin and family for their hard work in making our 
Chanukah celebration wonderful. 
 
The parents who worked so quickly and diligently to set up 
and clean up our Religious School Tu B’shevat sederim. 

 
Debbie Charen for once again coordinating our successful 
Shabbat in the Home. 
  
All our Shabbat in the Home hosts for a wonderful evening 
of dinner and conversation. 

Hakafa Goes to the 
Bulls 

Hakafa has a limited number of 
tickets for Thursday, March 6 as 
the Bulls take on the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. Contact our President, 
Jay Hesdorffer (847-441-0114 or 
hesdor@aol.com), to reserve your 
seats! 
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Adult Education 

February Adult Study 
 
Hakafa Adult Study meets at Cove School (350 
Lee Road, Northbrook) at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sundays when Religious School is in session.   
 
February 3: Jerry Kaye is the Director of the 
Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute in Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin and the head of the Union for Reform 
Judaism Youth Department for the Great Lakes 
Region. Jerry has authored numerous works 
relating to Jewish education, self-esteem, and 
youth. Jerry is best known, though, as a 
storyteller. He is the host and moderator of 
"Sanctuary," a Chicago television series focused 
on Jewish communal issues.  The topic will be 
Talmud for People Who Don’t Read the Bible 
Much. 
 
February 10:  Rabbi Robert Marx, our Rabbi 
Emeritus, will discuss: Maimonides: The 
Greatest of all Medieval Philophers 
 
February 17: No Adult Education – Religious 
School Not in Session 
 
February 24: Professor Yohanan Petrovsky-
Shtern of Northwestern University will be 
discussing The Apocryphal Book of Ben Sira.   
 

Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
The Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, 
at the time of the new moon, for discussion, 
examination of a topic, and conversation. Rosh 
Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday. Any 
adult is welcome to attend. 
 
The next meeting of Hakafa's Rosh 
Chodesh Group will be held Sunday, 
February 10 at 3:00 p.m. at Gayle 
Rosenberg Justman’s home (2918 
Crabtree, Wilmette).  
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Gayle (847-256-7508 or 
grosen@wilmette.lib.il.us). 

March Adult Study Event 
 
On Sunday, March 2, Hakafa will host two 
eminent Middle East scholars: Baruch Binah, 
the Israeli Consul General to the Midwest, and 
Raja Kamal, an associate dean at the Harris 
School for Public Policy Studies at the University 
of Chicago, at a special Sunday morning study 
session.   
 
Our guests, who have spoken together on many 
occasions, will lead a lively discussion on the 
current situation in the Middle East. 

Mishneh Torah  
Interested in studying  
Halacha (Jewish Law)? 

 
Our next sessions of Mishneh Torah will be 
held on Tuesdays, February 5 and 
February 19 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of 
Gerri and David Kahnweiler (1070 
Westmoor Road, Winnetka).  
 
Come join us to learn more about what 
Jewish law has to say on almost every 
aspect of life.  
 

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

 Save the Date for Our Annual Adult 
Retreat: April 11-13 
Saugatuck, Michigan 

There will be more information coming in 
the next few months. Please call Jonah 
Orlofsky (847-835-3816) with questions. 
There will be more information in next 
month’s newsletter. 
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Adventure Travel with the Abayudaya of Uganda, Shoebill Safaris, and Congregation Hakafa 
 

Jewish Life in Uganda Mitzvah Tour & 
Wildlife Safari 

December 20, 2008- January 4, 2009   
 (approx. $2900 per person*) 

 
*Airfare, travel insurance, gratuities, drinks not included. 

 
Join the Jewish Life in Uganda Mitzvah Tour and visit with the Abayudayan community, spend  
two shabbatot in rural African village synagogues, experience an exciting safari adventure and 

wildlife cruise, enjoy the Abayudaya Music and Dance Festival exclusive to this tour,  
 and meet the famous Mirembe Kawomera coffee cooperative.  

 
Accommodations are in friendly hotels & beautiful safari lodges, with hearty meals (vegetarian 

meals available). The Jewish Life in Uganda Tour is led by experienced Abayudaya and Shoebill 
Safari tour guides. We travel in air-conditioned vans. 

 
Visit Kampala, the Nile River, Lake Victoria, Jinja, Mt. Elgon National Park, Sipi Falls, and Mbale town. 

 
Extended Stay Options: Take a mountain gorilla or chimpanzee tracking excursion (additional fee)  

and/or be a community volunteer! 
 

Best of all, make a personal connection with our friends  
in this remarkable African Jewish community!  

 
 Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
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Israel 
 

Birthright Israel 
Birthright Israel, also known as Taglit-Birthright Israel, is a Zionist organization that 
provides free 10-day trips to Israel to young adult Jews between the ages of 18 and 
26 who have never been to Israel. Birthright Israel's goals are to diminish the 
growing division between Israel and Jewish communities around the world; to 
strengthen the sense of solidarity among world Jewry; and to strengthen 
participants' personal Jewish identity and connection to the Jewish people. As of 
Summer 2007, over 145,000 individuals from fifty-two different countries have 
participated since the trips began in the winter of 2000. 
This overwhelmingly popular program was founded in 2000 by Charles Bronfman, a 
Canadian businessman, and Michael Steinhardt, an American businessman—both 
philanthropists. 
The Birthright program is free to the participants, with no strings attached. The travel 
experience is further distinguished by the full participation of young Israelis, who are 
usually serving in the army, who travel with the group as full participants. 

For more information, log onto their website at: http://www.birthrightisrael.com 

Six Months for Sixty Years Continues at Hakafa 

Please note these upcoming Israel-related programs happening at Hakafa in 
honor of Israel’s 60th birthday. 

 
Hakafa Movie Group: The Hakafa Film Group will meet on Saturday, February 16 at 
7:00 p.m. to screen Encounter Point. The film is a documentary that addresses the 
question of how anger and grief can be transformed into grassroots peaceful solutions in 
the Middle East (see page 7).   
 
Hakafa Book Group: The book group will meet Wednesday, February 20 at 7:30 p.m. to 
discuss A Woman in Jerusalem, by A. B. Yehoshua.  It tells the story of a woman who dies 
in a terrorist bombing in Jerusalem. It details who she was, and why she, a non-Jew, came 
to live in Jerusalem (see page 7). 
 
Birthright Israel: Free 10-day trips to Israel for young adults ages 18-26 (see article 
above). 
 
March Adult Study Event: On Sunday, March 2, Hakafa will host two eminent Middle 
East scholars (see page 5). 

 



13                                                        The Circle                                     February 2008 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC) 
 
5:30 p.m.  
3rd & 4th Grade Kabbalat 
Shabbat Dinner (WCH) 
 
7:00 p.m.  
3rd & 4th Grade Students 
help lead Family Shabbat 
Service (WCH) 

2 
 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
 
 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah of  
Annie Fogel (pm) 

3 
9:45 a.m.  
Religious School (Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Adult Study (Cove) 
 
12:15 p.m.  
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 
 
1:45 p.m.  
Confirmation (NSUMC) 

4 5 
 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study 

7 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Lunch & Learn in the 
Loop 

8 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. Shabbat 
Service—Rabbi Marx 
speaks (WCH) 

9 
 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Ari Kaplan (am) 

10 
9:45 a.m.  
Religious School (Cove) 
 
10:15 a.m.  
Preschool Class (Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Adult Study (Cove) 
 
12:15 p.m.  
Adult B’nai Mitzvah  Class 
(Cove) 
 
1:45 p.m.  
Confirmation (NSUMC) 
 
1:30-3:00 p.m.  
Senior Youth Group plays 
Indoor Mini Golf 
 
3:00 p.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
3:30  p.m.  
3rd B’nai Mitzvah  
Workshop (NSUMC) 

11 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study 

14 15 
 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
Due 
 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Movie Group (NSUMC) 

17 
 
 
No Religious School—
Family Day 

18  Presidents’ Day 
 
 
 

19 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Hebrew Circle (Cove) 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 

20 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Tanach Study 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Book Group 

21 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Lunch & Learn on the  
North Shore 

22 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC) 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service – David 
Joel speaks (WCH) 

23 
 

24    
9:45 a.m.  
Religious School (Cove) 
 
10:15 a.m.  
Preschool Class (Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Adult Study (Cove) 
 
12:15 p.m. 
Religious Education 
Committee Meeting 
(Cove) 
 
12:15 p.m.  
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 
 
2:00-3:30 p.m.  
Junior Youth Group plays 
Indoor Mini Golf 
 
1:45 p.m.  
Confirmation (NSUMC) 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m.  
Hebrew School (Cove) 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. Tanach Study 

28 29 
 
 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. Shabbat 
Service - Rev. Robert J. 
Heidenreich speaks 
(WCH) 
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Cove: The Cove School, Northbrook 
WCH: Winnetka Community House, Winnetka 
NSUMC: North Shore United Methodist Church, 
Glencoe 


