
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Snow Job 
  

Does the term still carry its sarcastic punch?  Snow job?   It’s what happens when truth is buried under a 
mass of fantasy.   And that is what is being experienced by huge numbers of American working people.  They are 
being avalanched by an incredible snow job.   
 Out here in Western Michigan, I can look out my office window and see plenty of white stuff on the 
ground.  But we never seem to have snow here in Saugatuck.  It is always “lake effect.”  We have more lake 
effect than Anchorage Alaska.   But to turn a blizzard into a mere “effect” is only a minor semantic devolution 
compared to the one America’s workers are being forced to accept.  You are being fired, they are told, so that the 
economy may prosper.  What an irony!  What parts of the economy will prosper as its most vital cog is put into 
idle? 
 Every incompetent nincompoop is allowed to register an opinion on our current economic crisis—even 
some members of Congress—so let me join the chorus.  We have seen fit to save the banks and the huge funds 
that insure their folly.  We have seen fit to trample on the lives of people, yes, the people who put in a full day at 
an office, who work  a full shift, who rely on their pay checks, who depend on their pensions, who suffer when 
the price of gasoline rises even a few pennies a gallon.  Not they who own second homes in Boca Raton or that 
cute little apartment in Paris.  No, it is people of moderate means—a declining breed in the midst of a society that 
is stretching toward the extremes of unconscionable wealth and unendurable poverty, they who are the backbone 
of the nation.  It is they who still make the goods (that are still actually manufactured here), they who once 
proudly shopped at a store called Marshall Field’s and now are grateful that they can still afford to buy a dress or 
a package of diapers at Wal-Mart, it is they who still deposit their pay checks in the banks that, in our infinite 
wisdom, we have deemed worthy of saving.   
 Hypocrisy is what it is.  Good old American hypocrisy.  No, it isn’t American, and it surely isn’t good.  
From here in Michigan and from here in mid-December of the year 2008, it is hard to predict what will ultimately 
happen to our huge automobile companies.  Wisdom has it that they have been poorly managed, that they built 
the wrong kind of car.  True enough perhaps, but it is also true that few of us were buying the “right kind” of car.  
Regardless of who wins that argument, it is Detroit’s assembly line workers who are now being punished for the 
mistakes of their employers.  “The sins of the manufacturers unto the third and fourth generation!”  (Exodus 20.5) 
 What hypocrisy!  To bail out banks while turning a deaf ear to an industry that is vital to our national 
welfare is some kind of idiocy.  But to rationalize the denial of help with an attack on the salaries of the workers 
is to combine idiocy with the most blatant form of class discrimination.  “Detroit auto workers are earning too 
much”—this was the argument that seemingly swayed  the Senate in its dark moment of denial.  “If the workers 
reduce their wages and benefits so that they become equivalent to the wages and benefits of overseas workers, 
then we will consider the bailout.”   With this kind of reasoning we drive not only our manufacturing out of the 
country; but also our morality.  Funny thing it is that the low wages of overseas workers can become our gold 
standard, but when it comes to the European model of universal health care, we shun the model like poison. 
 It’s such a relief to know that our banks are safe.  Mercy me!   And how wisely the bigger ones of the 
breed have used the money that bailed them out—to buy brokerage firms, swallow up the little fish in their ponds, 
and fire 54,000 employees in a gulp!  Now it’s time for them to get serious with all the money we have so 
generously showered on them.  Save the homes.  Save the jobs.  Save American industry.  Don’t be afraid.  It will 
only hurt for a few years.  Well, maybe more. But it will be a “far more decent thing you do than……..”   Bah 
humbug, and… 
 Happy New Year everyone. 
 

-Rabbi Robert J. Marx 
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Prayer and Celebration 44 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Our next Shabbat morning minyans will take place at 8:30 a.m. on January 10 and January 24 at 
the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe).  This hour-long service and 
study is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to join us.  
 

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

Share Your Holidays  
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a congregant 
for a holiday meal, or if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
 
January 2  Shabbat Vayigash 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Genesis 44:18-47:27 
   Haftarah:  Ezekiel 37:15-28 
   
January 9  Shabbat Va-y’chi 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 7:4-28 – 50:26 
   Haftarah:  I Kings   2:1-12 
    
January 16  Shabbat Sh’mot 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 1:1-6:1  
   Haftarah: Isaiah  27:6-28:13 
    
January 23  Shabbat in the Home 
 
January 30  Shabbat Bo 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 10:1–13:16  
   Haftarah:  Jeremiah 46:13-28 
 

Shabbat in the Home: 
 

Make January 23 a special 
Shabbat for you, your 

family, and your Hakafa 
community. 

 
On Friday evening, January 23, 
Hakafa will be engaging in 
“Shabbat in the Home” where 
families host potluck dinners.   
 
Every congregant will be invited 
to dine and share Shabbat at 
someone’s home.  We hope you 
will join us as we sing Shabbat 
songs, light Shabbat candles, 
share a delicious meal, enjoy 
interesting conversation, meet 
new friends, and reconnect with 
old ones!  Help make Hakafa the 
encirclement that it is!   
 
Contact Debbie Fogel (847-920-
0324 or curlyfogel@yahoo.com) 
with questions. 
 
 
There will be no services at 
the Winnetka Community 
House that evening.   
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Member News w w

Congregational Meeting 
 
Our next Congregation Meeting will take 
place during Religious School on February 
1 at 10:30 a.m. at the Cove School (350 Lee 
Road, Northbrook).   
 
All congregants are welcome and 
encouraged to join us. Contact our President, 
Janice Halpern (847-256-5340 or 
janice.halpern@chipar.com) with questions. 

 
We hope to see you there! 

 

Thank You to… 
 

Elyse Rifkin for once again providing a 
wonderful Chanukah oneg celebration for the 
congregation. 

Chesed  
 

Chesed is our congregation’s way of reaching 
out to one another. 

 
If you know of anyone in our congregation 
who is in crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health 
care appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).  

Mazal Tov to… 
 
The Adler Family on the birth of Jack Elias 
Adler. 

Finance Committee Meeting 
A finance committee meeting will be held on 
Sunday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
home of our President, Janice Halpern 
(1120 Lake Avenue, Wilmette).   
 

All are welcome to attend. Calling all Hakafa High School  
Juniors and Seniors! 

 
Looking for a place to study or hang out with 
your Hakafa friends?  Rabbi Elder will be at 
Borders at the Edens Plaza in Wilmette the 
last Wednesday of every month from 8:00 to 
10:00 p.m.  Join him on January 28. Bring 
your homework, a book, a game, or nothing at 
all.  Drinks and snacks are on him!  Please 
contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

Mazal Tov to the following  
B’Nai Mitzvah: 

Sam Rosenberg – January 24 
Daniel Schindler – January 31 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 

We are looking for hosts for Friday evening 
onegs throughout the winter.  Now is the time 

to reserve your date! 
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a nice way to 
celebrate a bar or bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with the 
congregation.  It is also a nice way to honor the 
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit.  
 
If you are able to host, contact Lynn Sanders 
(847-501-2768 or lynnb0608@yahoo.com) to 
reserve a date. 
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MONTHLY REPORT OF THE HAKAFA 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

 
This month inaugurates a monthly column from 
the Congregation Hakafa Environment 
Committee. The purpose of this article is to keep 
congregants informed of the environmental 
activities of the Congregation as well as offering 
ideas on reducing our collective carbon footprint.  
This month we have two suggestions: 

 
1) Use the reusable bags that were given out 
on Yom Kippur.  By using the reusable bags, 
you will lower the amount of materials that are 
needed to create those paper or plastic bags you 
get at the store.  We know that it can be difficult 
to remember to schlep the bags from the car to 
the store.  However, it really can make a 
difference. 

 
2) If you are waiting in your car and you 
anticipate waiting for more than 10 seconds, 
turn off the engine. The American Lung 
Association has cited vehicle exhaust as a prime 
contributor to respiratory problems. Make a 
commitment not to idle for more than 10 seconds 
and you’ll improve your community’s health, save 
gas, save money, and help reduce global 
warming gases. 
 
Our next Environmental Committee Meeting will 
be held on Thursday, February 26 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
 
Please contact Steve Bierig (847-236-1003 or 
arb438@comcast.net) with questions and 
discussion ideas.  
 

 

Congregation Directory 
 
Directories have been delivered. Please 
contact our administrator, Rona Elder (847-
242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org), if you 
have not yet received your copy of the 
2008-2009 Congregation Hakafa Directory. 
 

Member News w w

Hakafa Returns to the 
Bulls 

 
Join Hakafa on Wednesday, March 4 at 
7:30 p.m. as the Bulls take on the Golden 
State Warriors.  
 
We have a limited number of tickets. 
Contact Mark Weisbard (847-256-0270 or 
mweisbard@dykema.com) to reserve your 
seats! 

High Holiday Service Survey 
Meeting 

 
The High Holiday services are a special 
and wonderful time.  At Hakafa, we come 
together in prayer and celebration, led by 
our Rabbis, our volunteer choir, and a 
group of professional singers. We would 
like to explore whether there are ways to 
enhance our High Holiday services for our 
members.   
 
Please join us for a meeting on January 27 
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Janice 
Halpern (1120 Lake Avenue, Wilmette) to 
discuss our high holidays.  The meeting will 
be chaired by Carol Anne Been and Dan 
Freedman.  
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Adult Education 
 

 

 

 

Film Group:  A Cantor’s Tale 
 
Join us on Saturday, January 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the North Shore United Methodist Church 
(213 Hazel Ave., Glencoe) for “A Cantor’s 
Tale”.  This is a delightful documentary that 
looks back at the golden age of Jewish 
liturgical music (hazzanut).  Brooklyn-born 
Cantor Jacob Mendelson, a celebrated teacher 
and practitioner of Jewish liturgical music, 
takes us on a nostalgic, musical journey 
through family, neighborhood, and tradition.  
The film features many joyous, spontaneous 
performances by Mendelson that are filled with 
warmth and humor.  It also includes special 
appearances by renowned cantors and latter-
day celebrities.    
 
We will meet for a light dinner together at 5:45 
p.m. at Vernon’s on Vernon Avenue in 
Glencoe, just a few blocks from the church.  
Join us there or come directly to the church for 
the movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to 
bring friends, family, and a nosh if you like.   
 
Contact Mike Solomon (847- 835-2040) with 
questions. 

Two Opportunities for the Book 
Group to Meet in January 

 
My Father’s Paradise is Ariel Sabar’s 
account of his father’s journey from Iraq to 
Israel and on to Los Angeles. It is this 
month’s Book Group selection.   
 
Book Group Goes to Spertus: Mr. 
Sabar will be at Spertus Museum on 
Sunday, January 25 at 2:00 p.m. to share 
his thoughts about his book.   
 
We will meet at Spertus to hear him and then 
go to a nearby coffee shop to discuss our 
reactions to the book and his presentation.  
Tickets are $20/$15 for Spertus 
members/$10 for students. Call 312-322-
1773 to purchase tickets.  This promises to 
be a wonderful event.   
 
Contact Dottie Hammel (847-446-5266) with 
questions.  All are invited to attend. 
 
Book Club: We will also meet on January 
28 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Dottie Hamel 
(347 Latrobe, Northfield) to discuss the book.  
Contact Dottie Hamel (847-446-5266) with 
questions. 

Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
The Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, at the 
time of the new moon, for discussion, examination of a 
topic, and conversation. Rosh Chodesh is traditionally a 
woman's holiday. Any adult is welcome to attend. 
 
The next meeting of Hakafa’s Rosh Chodesh 
Group will be held January 25 at 3:00 p.m.  at 
the home of Susan Scheff (804 Dean Ave., 
Highland Park).  The discussion topic will be 
announced in the weekly bulletin. 
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Susan (847-433-5644 or 
scscheff@comcast.net). 
 

Save the Date: 
  Our Annual Adult Retreat 

April 17 -19 
Saugatuck, Michigan 

 
More information will be coming in the next 
edition of The Circle. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  New Year’s  
         Day 

2 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat Service 
(WCH) 

3 

4 
 

No Religious  School 
(Winter Break) 

 
 

 

5 
 
Congregational Uganda 

Trip Returns 

6 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School  
Resumes (Cove) 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

8 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

9 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
7th & 8th Grade 
Tween Kallah 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

10 
 
7th & 8th Grade 
Tween Kallah 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 
 

11 
7th & 8th Grade 
Tween Kallah 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School 

Resumes - Preschool 
Class meets (Cove) 

10:15 a.m. Welcome 
Back Parent Coffee 

10:30 a.m.  
     Adult Study (Cove) 
12:30-2:30 p.m. 
      5th Grade Family 

Bowling Event 
(Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 
      (NSUMC) 
7:00 p.m.  
      Finance Committee 
      Meeting (home of  
     Janice Halpern) 

12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

15 
 
Newsletter  
Submissions Due 

16 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

17 
 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Second  B’nai Mitzvah 
Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Movie Group 
(NSUMC) 

18 
 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School 

(Cove) 
10:30 a.m.  - Adult 

Study(Cove) 
12:15-1:30  p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
4:15  p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(Bahai Temple) 

 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

20 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

22 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn on the 
North Shore (home of 
Cookie Robertson) 

23 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
Shabbat in the Home 

24 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 
 
 
 
Bar Mitzvah - 
Sam Rosenberg (pm) 

25 
 
No Religious School -  
Family Day 
 
2:00 p.m. 
Book Group Program at 
Spertus Museum 
 
3:00 p.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Group 

26 27 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
High Holiday Survey 
Meeting (home of 
Janice Halpern) 

28 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Book Group (Home of 
Dottie Hammel) 
 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
High School Juniors 
and Seniors Hang Out 
with Rabbi Elder 
(Borders Book Store) 

29 30 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bar Mitzvah - 
Daniel Schindler  (pm) 
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Cove: The Cove School, Northbrook 
WCH: \Winnetka Community House 
NSUMC: North Shore United Methodist Church, Glencoe 


