
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

In Memoriam:  Arnold J. Wolf (1924-2008) 
 

 Arnold Wolf was my rabbi, my role model, my friend.  He was also the most incisive thinker I 
have ever known.  What Arnold said was never predictable.  Sometimes it was profound.  And 
sometimes it was outrageous.  But it invariably demanded attention.  And it was often 
transformative.  
 Actually, I met Arnold Wolf long before I met him.  As a kid I used to love listening to radio 
dramas.  I still do.   Growing up in Cleveland, I would hardly have believed that the Chicago based 
teen-age actor on my favorite program, “Jack Armstrong, the All American Boy,” was to become 
my future rabbi.  Years later, at the Hebrew Union College, Arnold and I became good friends.  As 
an awed freshman, I soon came to realize that what Arnold said was worthwhile and important.  
  In 1962, I moved to Chicago as the director of the Chicago Federation of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations.  The choice of a synagogue for the Marx family was not a 
difficult one.  At Congregation Solel, Arnold Wolf expressed the values I had come to believe in—
economic and social justice, a love of Israel combined with the courage to criticize it for some of its 
excesses, and above all, a commitment to study.  His view of Judaism was radical for its time.   He 
trusted his members.  He believed that the synagogue is a place where Jews are adults, capable 
of creating their own prayer book and discovering their own path to a meaningful Jewish future.  
The rabbi is a teacher, he insisted, and teach he did, both as a congregational rabbi and as the 
Hillel director at Yale.  Hundreds of his students testify to the incredible impact of his scholarship 
and his example.  Our own Congregation Hakafa is in so many ways a product of his powerful 
vision. 
 Arnold did not believe in bar or bat mitzvah—“how can a thirteen-year-old pretend to know 
what Judaism is all about?”   He himself became a bar mitzvah only on the occasion last year of 
his 83rd birthday (the thirteenth anniversary of his seventieth birthday).  By then, he was ready. 
 At times Arnold could become acerbic.  On more than one occasion I saw him utter harsh 
words to an unsuspecting victim of his frankness.  Sometimes the words could hurt, but inevitably 
they were right on target.   And invariably they pointed toward an important truth, even if that truth 
was not always immediately apparent.  It was undoubtedly Arnold’s frankness and honesty that 
saw him in constant demand as a guest preacher and teacher.  He had, as the cliché goes, the 
courage of his convictions.  But his life, no less than his words, was never a cliché.  
 It is hard to realize that that great voice has been stilled.  It all happened too suddenly - 
walking toward his home, he suddenly collapsed - and was gone.  He died as he lived - without 
ambiguity, and with the sure knowledge that he was headed home. 
   He is at home now.  And we, his friends and spiritual children, are left with his books, his 
words, and our memories of a rabbi who was never afraid to be—a rabbi. 

-Rabbi Robert J. Marx 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 

We are looking for hosts for 
Friday evening onegs 

throughout the winter.  Now is 
the time to reserve your date! 

 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg 
is a nice way to celebrate a 
bar or bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the 
congregation.  It is also a nice 
way to honor the memory of a 
loved one on his/her yahrzeit.  
 
If you are able to host, contact 
Lynn Sanders (847-501-2768 
or lynnb0608@yahoo.com) to 
reserve a date. 

 
 

Share Your Holidays 
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have 
the opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a 
fellow congregant for a holiday 
meal, or if you need a place to 
go for the holidays, please 
contact Sylvia Dresser (847-
945-6095). 
 

 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
 
February 6  Shabbat B’shalach 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16 
   Haftarah:  Judges 4:4-5:31 
     3rd and 4th Grade Students Lead Service 
   
February 13  Shabbat Yitro 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 19:1-20:23 
   Haftarah:  Isaiah   6:1-7:6; 9:5-6 
     Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder 
    
February 20  Shabbat Mishpatim 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 21:1-24:18 
   Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-12:16 
     Rabbi Marx gives sermon 
    
February 27  Shabbat T’rumah 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 25:1-27:19 
   Haftarah: I Kings 5:26-6:13 
       
 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Our next Shabbat morning minyans will take place at 8:30 a.m. 
on February 7and February 21 at the home of Barbara and 
Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe).   
 
This hour-long service and study is a wonderful opportunity to 
enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to join us.  

 
Contact Rabbi Elder 

(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
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Chesed  
 

Chesed is our congregation’s way of reaching out 
to one another. 

 
If you know of anyone in our congregation who is 
in crisis from an illness, death in the family, or 
personal stress, who could benefit from support, 
such as a visit, delivery and/or preparation of 
meals, or a ride to a health care appointment, 
please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org).  

Shabbat Services and 
Congregational Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 
The Jewish New Year of Trees, Tu B’Shevat 
(pronounced Too Bish-VAHT), falls on Monday, 
February 9 this year.  According to the Talmud, 
the fifteenth of the Hebrew month Shevat (Tu in 
Hebrew means “fifteen”) is the day designated as 
the end of the period in which most of Israel’s 
yearly rainfall has fallen. It also marks the time 
when trees have used up water from the previous 
year’s rainfall and have begun absorbing the 
water of the New Year. On Tu B’Shevat, by 
honoring the cycle of our trees, we sanctify the 
power of nature, our most precious resource. We 
do so through a Tu B’shevat seder.  
 
Our congregational seder will take place on 
Friday, February 13 at 8:45 p.m. immediately 
following services. We will sit down for a short, 
special celebration in which we will taste of 
various fruits and sip from four different kinds of 
wine/juice. Help us usher in nature’s New Year! 
 

 
 

Friday Night Speakers  
 

 
Rabbi Robert Marx 
 
Hakafa’s Rabbi Emeritus will visit Hakafa 
the weekend of February 20 - February 
22.  He will give the sermon at Shabbat 
services at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, February 
27 at the Winnetka Community House 
(620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).   
 
He will also lead Adult Study on Sunday, 
February 22. His topic will be Victoria and 
Disraeli: The Queen and Her Favorite 
Zionist Prime Minister. We look forward to 
having him with us. 
 
Ethan Michaeli 
 
Please join us at Shabbat services in 
April when Ethan Michaeli, Executive 
Director of We the People Media, will be 
our guest speaker.  He will update us on 
the current status of public housing in 
Chicago and provide insight into the lives 
of former public housing residents 
displaced by the Chicago Housing 
Authority’s Plan for Transformation.   
 
We the People Media, formed in 1999, 
publishes Residents’ Journal, the 
newspaper of current and former public 
housing residents.  Mr. Michaeli is the 
founder of the Journal and the Urban 
Youth International Journalism Program.  
He was formerly an investigative reporter 
for the Chicago Daily Defender and is a 
current, part-time faculty member in the 
Journalism Department of Columbia 
College-Chicago.  

 

Prayer and Celebration 
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Member News 

Congregation Meeting 
Our next Congregation Meeting will take 
place DURING Religious School on 
February 1 at 10:30 a.m. at the Cove 
School (350 Lee Road, Northbrook).  All 
congregants are welcome and encouraged to 
join us. If you have any questions, please 
contact our President, Janice Halpern (847-
256-5340 or janice.halpern@chipar.com). We 
hope to see you there! 

Thank You to… 
Debbie Fogel for coordinating our 
successful Shabbat in the Home. 
 
All of our Shabbat in the Home hosts for a 
wonderful evening of dinner and 
conversation.    

Condolences to… 
Rick Prohov and family on the loss of his 
father, Morris. 
 

New Members  
Please help us welcome Hakafa’s newest members: 

Jeffrey and Linda Bierig 

Hakafa Returns to the Bulls 
Join Hakafa on Wednesday, March 4 at 
7:30 p.m. as the Bulls take on the Golden 
State Warriors.  
 
We have a limited number of tickets. Contact 
Mark Weisbard (847-256-0270 or 
mweisbard@dykema.com) to reserve your 
seats! 

Hakafa Teen Corner 
 
Calling all Hakafa High School Juniors and 
Seniors: Looking for a place to study or hang 
out with your Hakafa friends?  Rabbi Elder will 
be at Borders at the Edens Plaza in Wilmette 
the last Wednesday of every month from 8:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.   Join him on February 25 - 
bring your homework, a book, a game, or 
nothing at all.  Drinks and snacks are on him!  
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  

 

Hakafa’s 1st Annual Teen Beit Café: Save 
the date! On Saturday evening, May 9 from 
8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Hakafa will hold a 
night of music and fun for all Hakafa teens 
aged 14 and up.  You, Teens, are the talent.  
Do you play an instrument?  Are you in a rock 
band or jazz ensemble?  Do you dance?  Write 
poetry?  Tell jokes?  Juggle?  Show us your 
stuff!  Sara, Rabbi Elder, and others will serve 
as waiters and hosts, bringing to you an array 
of drinks and delicacies.  We hope you will join 
us! 
 
Change Your World. Pursue Justice. If 
Not Now, When? Or Tzedek is the teen 
social justice initiative of the Jewish Council on 
Urban Affairs (JCUA). Through hands-on 
service, teen-led projects and education about 
Jewish values and social justice, teens learn 
about challenges facing diverse, urban 
communities and take action to combat them. 
Or Tzedek’s summer program is for Jewish 
teens interested in real-life social justice work! 
We offer a unique 8-day experience for high 
school students who want to address urban 
issues such as poverty, racism, inadequate 
housing, healthcare and environmental justice 
through hands-on service and high level 
learning. For more information, go to 
ortzedek.org, or contact Asaf or Nick at JCUA 
(312-663-0960). 
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Adult Education 

HAKAFA’S FIFTH ANNUAL ADULT RETREAT 
 

April 17-19 
Saugatuck, Michigan 

 
 

The Program 
 
 The retreat will be a chance for adult congregants (high school students are welcome, as 
well) to study and relax together in a warm and informal atmosphere.  The program will be 
conducted by Rabbi Marx, in beautiful Saugatuck, Michigan, where Rabbi Marx lives.  The 
purpose of the retreat is to engage in moderate amounts of study and worship, along with copious 
amounts of great conversation and fun, in a vacation-type atmosphere.  The theme for the study 
sessions will be:  “Some of My Best Friends”- - the Anti Anti-Semite. 
 

Retreaters go to Saugatuck, which is about 3 hours from Chicago, on Friday afternoon, and 
meet at Rabbi Marx’s house for Shabbat dinner and an evening study program.  We all stay 
together at the historic Rosemont Inn, which is located on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan 
(www.rosemontinn.com).  We have breakfast at the Inn Saturday morning, followed by a morning 
study program.  Saturday lunch and Saturday afternoon will be open for exploration of the 
Saugatuck area.  On Saturday night, we’ll have a joint dinner at a local restaurant, followed by an 
evening study program at the Inn.  Retreaters can return to Chicago on Sunday morning. 
 

 
The Cost 

 
 The Rosemont Inn (www.rosemontinn.com) has 14 rooms, which are normally priced at 
over $200 per night.  We have negotiated a discount and can offer the rooms at an average rate of 
$155 per night, although the actual rate will vary depending upon amenities.  The room charge 
includes breakfast on both Saturday and Sunday.  The total estimated cost is approximately $275 
per person for couples (it will be higher for a single), which includes the room for two nights, dinner 
Friday and Saturday, and breakfast on Saturday and Sunday.  
 

 
If You Want To Go 

 
 We must book the entire inn, and we obviously cannot book more than 14 rooms.  We 
therefore need a commitment by Friday, February 27.  If you are interested, please contact the 
Retreat organizer, Jonah Orlofsky, at 312-566-0455 (work), 847-835-3816 (home) or at 
jorlofsky@yahoo.com.  He can give you further information on what the retreat will be like.  
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NSCI Sisterhood and Brotherhood in 
cooperation with ARZA present 

THE NEW ISRAELI CONSUL GENERALTO 
THE MIDWEST ORLI GIL at North Shore 

Congregation Israel 

“A BRIEFING ON THE CURRENT 
SITUATION IN ISRAEL” 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 

Consul General Orli Gil arrived in Chicago to 
assume her post at the Consulate General of 
Israel to the Midwest in late July 2008. She is a 
career diplomat who has held a variety of posts 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for twenty-two 
years. She served in the Israeli Air Force and 
attended Hebrew University, obtaining a degree 
in English and Hebrew literature. Consul 
General Gil was born in Rishon L’tsion, Israel 
and is married with three children.  

Please call the synagogue office (847-835-
0724) if you plan to attend. 

 

A Prayer for All –  
Muslim and Jew,  

Palestinian and Israeli 
 

Pray not for Arab or Jew, for Palestinian or Israeli  

but pray rather for ourselves that we might not divide 

them in our prayers but keep them both together in 

our hearts. 

 
-Thomas E. Amrogi 

What's in a Name? 
 
The Zionist and Israel arm of American 
Reform Judaism is called "The Association of 
Reform Zionists of America." Quite a 
mouthful! How do they even answer the 
phone? The answer is simple: They have a 
great acronym: ARZA. There are two things 
that are important to know here. First of all, 
the "Z" in ARZA is NOT pronounced like the 
"Z" in zebra or zoo, but rather like the "Z" in 
Mozart. In other words, it sounds like "TZ". 
Secondly ARZA has a Hebrew meaning.  
 
We start with the word "Eretz" meaning 
"Land," as in the blessing over bread "ha-
motzi lechem min ha-aretz." (Don't worry that 
it's "aretz" instead of "eretz." Same thing!)  
Now we stick the syllable "ah" on the end of 
the word. That changes the word to mean "to 
the…" So if "habayit" means "the house" 
then "habayitah" means "to the house": or 
"homeward." And if "ha-ir" means "the city," 
then "ha-irah" means "to the city." So ARZA 
means, "To the land!" And the land, of 
course, is Israel. 
 
That happens to be a perfect name, because 
ARZA's mission is to get American Reform 
Jews to turn "to the land." The turning can be 
physical, meaning Jews travel to Israel. It 
can be spiritual, meaning that Israel 
becomes a key part of the inner spiritual 
"landscape," and gets expressed in worship 
and other spiritual activities. There can be 
many kinds of turning, but the important thing 
is that when a Jew thinks of him or herself, 
and has a sense of what "Jewish identity" 
means, that Israel will be integrated into 
every facet of that identity. 
 
To find out more about ARZA, including how 
to join and lend your voice to the call for 
Jews to turn "to the land," go to 
www.arza.org. 
 

Israel 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
      Religious School  - 

Preschool Class 
Meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - Adult 
Study (Cove) 

10:30 a.m. - 
Congregation 
Meeting (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
3:15-6:15 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 
        

   3 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

6 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
5:30 p.m. 
3rd & 4th Grade 
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Dinner (WCH) 
 
7:00 p.m.  
3rd & 4th Grade 
Students help lead 
Family Shabbat Service 
(WCH) 

7 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 
 
 
 
4:15 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class    
        

8 
 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School - 

Tu B’Shevat Seders  
(Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - Adult 
Study (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
3:30 p.m. - 3rd B’nai 

Mitzvah Workshop 
(NSUMC) 

9 Tu B’Shevat 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

12 13 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service  
followed by  
Congregational Tu 
B’Shevat Seder (WCH)

14 

15 
 
 
No Religious School - 
Family Day 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
Due 

16  Presidents’ 
          Day 

17 
 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn on the 
North Shore (home of 
Cookie Robertson) 

20 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service- Rabbi 
Marx Speaks (WCH) 

21 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Movie Group 
(NSUMC) 

22 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School  - 

Preschool Class 
Meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - Adult 
Study (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(meet at Northbrook 
Islamic Cultural 
Center) 

3:00 p.m. 
     Rosh  Chodesh 

Group 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 
 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
High School Juniors 
and Seniors Hang Out 
with Rabbi Elder 
(Borders Book Store) 

26 27 
 
 
 
10th Grade L’Taken trip 
to Washington, D.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

28 
 
 
10th Grade L’Taken trip 
to Washington, D.C. 
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