
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Stop the ICE Raids 
Judith Joseph, a member of Hakafa, recommended that I read Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean.  

Edward Kritzler, its author, explores the lives of numerous Jewish buccaneers who, through the centuries, 
exacted revenge on the Iberian Peninsula for its poor treatment of Jews and conversos during the 
Inquisition and various expulsion decrees.   
 Reading the book, I have been reminded about the precarious nature of our Jewish ancestors’ 
relationship to their host countries.  Despite laws that stated otherwise, Jews were welcomed into provinces 
for as long as they could provide economic benefit to regional leaders.  When that benefit waned, or when 
public sentiment against a Jewish presence grew so strong that the leader felt threatened, the laws would 
be enforced.  Jewish men would be rounded up and imprisoned, often without their families knowing what 
happened to them or where they might be.  Entire Jewish communities, many of which had been 
established for generations despite the “illegality” of their presence, would be uprooted and expelled with 
little or no warning.  The disruption to Jewish family and communal life was as monumental as the 
economic disaster wrought on those communities that forced them to leave.   
 Stated another way, illegal Jews were welcomed into host countries to do work that residents would 
not do.  They stayed for decades, raising families and contributing markedly to the economy while receiving 
minimal protections and benefits.  And, when negative public opinion swayed practical public policy, Jews 
were expelled to the detriment of all.  
 Sound familiar? 
 An estimated twelve million undocumented immigrants currently reside in the United States.  They 
build our buildings, serve our food, cut our grass, watch our children, and keep our factories running.  They 
have been allowed into our country, even encouraged to come despite laws that state otherwise, because 
our economy relies on a cheap labor force that will work for an exploitatively low minimum wage.  Most of 
them pay taxes and Social Security and receive little benefit in return.  True, their mostly American-born 
children attend our public schools.  And, they must rely on our emergency rooms and health clinics for their 
medical care, though they rarely go for fear of deportation.  But, overall, the economic impact of 
undocumented workers on our society has been positive and necessary and will continue to be in the 
foreseeable future. 
 A broken, outdated immigration system denies these workers a reasonable path to citizenship.  But, 
while we should be reforming our system in a humane, reasonable, mutually beneficial way, we have 
focused our resources on detaining and expelling undocumented workers instead.   
 In its six years of existence, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has detained tens of 
thousands of undocumented immigrants across the country through raids on homes and businesses.  
Putting aside the violation of due process, human rights abuses, and the misuse of local police forces, 
these raids just do not make sense. They cost taxpayers billions of dollars each year and destroy the 
economic viability of many of the communities where these raids take place.  Like the plight of our Jewish 
ancestors of old and the communities they were forced to leave behind, our current policies benefit no one. 
 I agree – a person who comes to the United States illegally and gets caught should be penalized.  
But, at least we should be consistent.  Let us prosecute those who exploit these workers in the first place.  
Or, better yet, let us strengthen wage and labor protections to provide real, livable jobs for residents.  Let us 
fortify laws that protect the rights of workers to organize, not reward union busting companies that 
undermine their own workforces and depress wages and benefits for all.  And, let us fix our immigration 
system once and for all for the benefit of all. 
 Until then, let us work to stop the ICE raids.  They deflect our attention from the real issues at hand 
and rob us of our integrity as the just and fair nation we claim to be. 
 It is time we prove it.  

-Bruce Elder 

 
 

-Rabbi Bruce Elder 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Congregational 

Hanukkah Celebration 
 
Please join us at our Shabbat 
service on Friday evening, 
December 26 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House 
(620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
for a beautiful Hakafa tradition as 
we celebrate Hanukkah and 
Shabbat.  Bring your chanukiot 
(Hanukkah menorahs), candles, 
and matches and help us 
celebrate Hanukkah as a 
community.  
 
A special Hanukkah oneg will 
follow. 
 

Family Shabbat 

Service 
 
Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, April 3 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  
Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular services and is 
geared toward families with 
children. As always, people of 
all ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  

 
Please contact Rabbi Elder 

(847-266- 8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) 

with questions. 
 

Please note: This is an earlier 
time. There will be no 8:00 
p.m. service on this evening. 
 
 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
 

April 3  Shabbat HaGadol 
7:00 p.m.  Parshat Tzav    

Torah Portion: Leviticus 6:1-8:36 
   Haftarah:  Malachi 3:4-24 
             
April 10  Shabbat Chol haMoad Pesach 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Exodus 33:12-34:26 
   Haftarah:  Ezekiel 37:1-14    
   Ethan Michaeli to speak 
   
April 17  Shabbat Sh’mini 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Leviticus 9:1-11:47 
   Haftarah: II Samuel 6:1-7:17      
    
April 24  Shabbat Tazria-M’tzora 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
   Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-13, 23 

Yom HaAtzmaut Service and Celebration 
       
 
 Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Our next Shabbat morning minyanim 
will take place at 8:30 a.m. on April 4 
and April 25 at the home of Barbara 
and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe).   
 
This hour-long service and study is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance 
your celebration of Shabbat.  People 
of all ages are encouraged and 
welcome to join us.  

 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 

or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

 

Ethan Michaeli to speak at services on April 10 
 
Please join us at Shabbat services on April 10 when Ethan 
Michaeli, Executive Director of We the People Media, will 
be our guest speaker. We the People Media, formed in 
1999, publishes Residents’ Journal, the newspaper of 
current and former public housing residents. Mr. Michaeli is 
the founder of the Journal and the Urban Youth 
International Journalism Program. He was formerly an 
investigative reporter for the Chicago Daily Defender and is 
a current, part-time faculty member in the Journalism 
Department of Columbia College-Chicago. 
 
Mr. Michaeli will update us on the current status of public 
housing in Chicago and provide insight into the lives of 
former public housing residents displaced by the Chicago 
Housing Authority’s Plan for Transformation. 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Share Your Holidays  
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who 
would like to share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the opportunity to 
do so.  If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or if you need a 
place to go for the holidays, please contact 
Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095). 
 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 

We are looking for hosts for Friday 
evening onegs from May through August.  

Now is the time to reserve your date! 
  
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful 
way to help support Hakafa and is also a nice 
way to celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion with 
the congregation.  Many people have 
traditionally honored the memory of a loved 
one on his/her yahrzeit by hosting an oneg.   
 
If you are able to host an oneg, please 
contact Susan Scheff (847-433-5644 or 
scscheff@comcast.net) to reserve a date. 
 

Celebrate the Second Night of 

Passover with Hakafa 
 
Our congregation will be hosting its annual 
second-night Passover Seder on Thursday, 
April 9 at 6:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House. This is always a very 
festive and memorable event. Members and 
their guests are cordially invited to attend. 
Expect delicious food, lively music, and 
wonderful companionship.   
 
For reservations, please complete the enclosed 
registration form on the insert following page 6 
and return it by April 3.  
 
 

 

Prayer and Celebration 

Yom Ha’Shoah Commemoration 
 

The annual Yom Ha’Shoah commemoration, 

sponsored by the North Shore Chavurah of 

Rabbis, will be at the new Holocaust 

Memorial Museum (9603 Woods Drive, 

Skokie) at 7:00 p.m. on April 21, 2009.  This 

event is open to the public. See page 4 for 

more details. 
 

Yizkor – Last Day of Pesach 

 
Jewish tradition tells us that four times during 
the year, in addition to the anniversary of the 
death of a loved one, we are to recall the 
memories of those who have died.  These four 
times, known as yizkor (remembrance), coincide 
with major holidays on the Jewish calendar. The 
last day of Pesach is a day on which yizkor is 
traditionally recited.   
 
Please join us at Lakeside Congregation 
(1221 County Line Road, Highland Park) at 
10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 15.  
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

Second Seder at CJE SeniorLife 

Robineau House 
 

Hakafa will again participate in a Passover 
seder for the residents of the Robineau 
House, a CJE SeniorLife Residence in 
Skokie.   
 
The Robineau seder will begin promptly at 
3:45 p.m. on Thursday, April 9. Please 
arrive a few minutes early and be prepared to 
have a fun time! 
 
Contact Lynn Sanders (847-501-2768 or 
lynnb0608@yahoo.com) with questions. 
 

mailto:scscheff@comcast.net
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:lynnb0608@yahoo.com
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Prayer and Celebration 

REMEMBERING LOST COMMUNITIES 
 

YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION 
 

 
 

APRIL 21, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Illinois Holocaust Museum  
and Education Center 

9603 Woods Drive, Skokie, Illinois 
 

Join the Rabbis and Cantors of Chicago’s North Shore for this Holocaust 
Memorial in words and music.  Before the memorial, come to tour the 

new museum between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please R.S.V.P. to Cheryl Swenson at  
NSS Beth-El, (847) 432-8900 x222 

 
Sponsored by 

The North Shore Chavurah of Rabbis 
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
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Member News 

HAKAFA CELEBRATES THE ARTS  
Hakafa is fortunate to have many members 

involved in the arts.  To share our varied talents 
with one another, we are planning a: 

   
HAKAFA ARTS FESTIVAL  

Saturday, May 2, 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
Winnetka Community House  

   
We are seeking congregation members who are 
painters, sculptors, printmakers, photographers, or 
musicians, actors, poets, writers, etc.  
   
If you are interested in planning or participating in 
this event, please call Elle Weisbard (847-256-
0270).  
 

If you are a performer and would like to 
participate, please contact Steve Justman 
(sjustman@comcast.net or 847-256-7508). 
  
If you are a visual artist and would like to 
participate, please contact Judith Joseph 
(judithstudio@yahoo.com or 847-564-5452).  
 

Hakafa Teen Corner 
 

Calling all Hakafa High School Juniors and 

Seniors:  

 
Looking for a place to study or hang out with your 
Hakafa friends?  Rabbi Elder will be at Borders 
at the Edens Plaza in Wilmette the last 
Wednesday of every month from 8:00-10:00 p.m.   
Join him on April 29 - bring your homework, a 
book, a game, or nothing at all.  Drinks and 
snacks are on him!  Please contact Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 
questions.  
 

Hakafa’s 1st Annual Teen Beit Café:  

 
Save the date! On Saturday evening, May 9 
from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Hakafa will hold a 
night of music and fun for all Hakafa teens 
entering ninth grade and up.  You, teens, are the 
talent.  Do you play an instrument?  Are you in a 
rock band or jazz ensemble?  Do you dance?  
Write poetry?  Tell jokes?  Juggle?  Show us 
your stuff!  Sara, Rabbi Elder, and others will 
serve as waiters and hosts, bringing to you an 
array of drinks and delicacies.  We hope you will 
join us! 
 

Change Your World. Pursue Justice. If Not 

Now, When?  

 
Or Tzedek is the teen social justice initiative of 
the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs (JCUA). 
Through hands-on service, teen-led projects and 
education about Jewish values and social justice, 
teens learn about challenges facing diverse, 
urban communities and take action to combat 
them. Or Tzedekôs summer program is for 
Jewish teens interested in real-life social justice 
work! We offer a unique 8-day experience for 
high school students who want to address urban 
issues such as poverty, racism, inadequate 
housing, healthcare and environmental justice 
through hands-on service and high level learning. 
For more information, go to ortzedek.org, or 
contact Asaf at JCUA (312-663-0960). 
 

Hakafa Emergency Fund 
 
Through a few generous contributions, we have 
been able to set aside a small amount of money for 
any congregant who, during this trying economic 
time, might need financial assistance to pay a bill or 
help with basic necessities.   
 
If you are in need, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we can 
help. This will remain completely confidential.     

 

 
Hakafa Huppah  

 
As you plan your wedding, keep in mind that there is 
a hand-painted silk huppah available for use by 
Hakafa members, complete with poles.  A donation 
to Hakafa is requested in exchange for use of the 
huppah.  To borrow, please contact Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854) or Judith Joseph (847-564-5452). 

 
 

 

mailto:sjustman@comcast.net
mailto:judithstudio@yahoo.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Mazal Tov to the following 

B’nai Mitzvah 
 

Matt Gutman – April 4 
Daniel Whitworth – April 4 

Isabel Patt – April 25 
Cassidy Miller – April 25 

 

 

Thank You to… 
A special thank you to Allyson Haut, 
Gail Solotke, and Michael Solotke for 
their hard work in making our Purim a 
wonderful celebration. 

 

Member News 

CONGREGATION HAKAFA  
Nominating Committee Meeting 
This year's nominating committee meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 
Jay Hesdorffer (820 Humboldt Avenue, Winnetka). 
  
The committee will propose a slate of officers for the 
2009-2010 fiscal year.  Anyone who wishes to attend 
must notify Jay in writing prior to the meeting. Please 
contact Jay (847-441-0114 or Hesdor@aol.com) with 
questions. 
 

Finance Committee Meeting 
A finance committee meeting will take place on 
Sunday, April 5 at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Beth 
Kaufmann (1874 Garland Avenue, Highland Park 
847-831-6338).  
 
Please contact Janice Halpern with questions (847-
256-5340 or janice.halpern@chicagopartners.com). 

Chevra Kadisha 
 
Members of Hakafa’s Burial Society will visit Chicago Jewish Funerals (195 N. Buffalo Grove, 
Road, Buffalo Grove) on April 19 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.   
 
Members will also meet on Sunday, May 17 at 3:30 p.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) for a teaching session led by Rabbi Joseph S. Ozarowski of 
the Jewish Healing Network of Chicago. Rabbi Ozarowski will discuss the prayers used for taharah 
and their sources in the tradition.  
 
We are still looking for new members. If you are interested in joining our Chevra Kadisha, or if you 
have any questions, please contact Deborah Brown (847-256-3985 or dmb9476@gmail.com) or 
Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 

Chesed  
Chesed is our congregationõs way of 

reaching out to one another. 
 
If you know of anyone in our 
congregation who is in crisis from an 
illness, death in the family, or personal 
stress, who could benefit from support, 
such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a 
health care appointment, please contact 
Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org).  
 

Shabbat on the Water  
We will be heading to the western end of the 
Wisconsin River the weekend of June 26 to canoe, 
camp, and enjoy one another’s company. Contact 
Marietta Hesdorffer (847-441-0114) or Susan Varick 
(847-835-4522) with questions. 

 

 

mailto:Hesdor@aol.com
mailto:dmb9476@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Adult Education 

Film Group 

  
The Hakafa film group will meet on 
Saturday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). 
We will screen Left Luggage.  
 
In this film, a liberal Jewish philosophy 
student in early 1970’s Antwerp, 
Belgium, takes a job as nanny to the 4-
year-old son of a strict Hasidic family. 
The experience gives her a greater 
understanding of her own Jewish 
identity and that of her parents, who 
were Holocaust survivors.  Stars include 
Topol, Isabella Rossellini, and 
Maximilian Schell.  
 
Our presenter will be Dr. Greg 
Friedman, psychologist at the Family 
Institute. 
 
We will meet for a light dinner together 
at 5:45 p.m. at Vernonôs (Vernon 
Avenue in Glencoe).  Join us there or 
come directly to the church for the 
movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to 
bring friends, family, and a nosh if you 
like.   
 
Contact Mike Solomon (847- 835-2040) 
with questions. 
 
 

 

 Book Group  

The next meeting of Hakafa’s book group will be on 
April 22 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Dottie 
Hammel (347 Latrobe Avenue, Northfield) to 
discuss the book The Faith Club, by Idlby, Oliver 
and Warner. The book is a memoir of spiritual 
reflections of three young women: a Muslim, a 
Christian and a Jew. They meet to discuss soul 
searching issues that divide them, and find out what 
unites them. The book will allow us insight into other 
faiths from a unique personal level.  
 
All are welcome for the discussion, even those who 
haven’t read the book. The Book Stall in Winnetka is 
happy to give any one reading for Hakafa a 
discount. 
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Dottie (847-446-5266 or 
dottiehammel@comcast.net).  

 

 

American-Middle Eastern Women: The 

Jewish American/Palestinian American 

Experience and the Quest for Peace 
  

Please join us on Sunday, April 19 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) as Hakafa welcomes Aliza 
Becker and Saffiya Shillo to share their personal 
stories as Jewish and  Palestinian Americans raised 
in the Midwest.  Aliza and Saffiya, who have family 
in Israel and in the West Bank, will discuss their 
experiences in America and the Middle East, their 
struggles around assimilation and identity, their 
eventual path to peace advocacy in their 
communities, and their vision for the future. 

 
 

mailto:dottiehammel@comcast.net


8                                                        The Circle                                            April 2009 

Lunch & Learn on the 

 North Shore  
 
Our next “Lunch & Learn on the North Shore” 
will take place at noon at on Thursday, April 
16 at the home of Cookie Robertson (211 
Dennis Lane, Glencoe).  
 
Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion! New 
participants are always welcome. 

 

Trope Class  
 

Trope class continues on Friday mornings at 
10:45 a.m. at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

Please Note: This class will not meet on 
April 10 and April 17. 

 

Tanach Study 
 
Come enjoy the Tanach with other Hakafa 
members!  We meet on Wednesdays at the 
home of Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington 
Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 
Please Note: This class will not meet on 
April 8 and April 15. 
 

Adult Education 

Lunch & Learn in the Loop  
 
Our next Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take 
place at noon on Thursday, April 2 at the 
office of Phil Zisook (225 West Washington 
Street, Suite 17, Chicago, 312-853-8451). 
 
Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate 
in a lively discussion!  New participants are 
always welcome.  
 
Save the date: Our May 7 gathering will take 
place at the office of Steve Varick (131 South 

Dearborn Street, Chicago). 

Mishneh Torah Class 
 
Our next sessions of Mishneh Torah class will 
be held on Tuesdays, April 14 and April 28 at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Gerri and David 
Kahnweiler (1070 Westmoor Road, Winnetka).   
 
Come join us to learn more about what Jewish 
law has to say on almost every aspect of life. 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 

Adult B’not Mitzvah 
 
Adult B’not Mitzvah study with Rabbi Elder 
continues every Sunday that Religious School 
is in session from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at Cove 
School (350 Lee Road, Northbrook).   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 
Please Note: This class will not meet on 
April 5. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Hebrew at Hakafa  
 

1.  Our Prayerbook Hebrew Class meets on 
Fridays at 9:30 am at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). In this weekly class we look at various 
prayers and their meanings, and learn to speak 
and chant them. New members are always 
welcome.   
 
Please Note: This class will not meet on April 
10 and April 17. 

1.  
2. 2.  Are you a Hebrew speaker looking for the 

opportunity to utilize your Hebrew skills with 
fellow Hakafa members in an informal setting?  If 
so, our Hebrew Circle is for you!  Please join us 
on Tuesday, April 21 at noon at the office of 
Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th floor, 
312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and 
conversation! 

3.  
4. 3.  Are you interested in learning to read 

Hebrew? If so, we are looking to begin an 
introductory course in May. If you are interested, 
contact Rabbi Elder. 

5.  
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

 

Adult Study  
Adult Study meets on Sunday mornings at  

10:30 a.m. during Religious School. 

 
April 5:  No Adult Study (Spring Break) 
 
April 12: Prof. Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern: 
The professor will teach us about Avraham 
Cardozo, a renowned converso (secret Jew) 
philosopher, poet and doctor in 17th-century 
Venice 
 
April 19:  No Adult Study - Adult retreat 
 

April 26:  Israel Deputy Consul General 
Gershon Kedar:  Deputy Consul General 
Kedar joins us to speak on The Recent 
Election in Israel; Prospects for Peace?  

 

Deputy Counsul General Kedar arrived in 
Chicago to assume his post at the Consulate in 
late July, 2008.  He is a career diplomat who 
has served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
18 years. 

  

Mr. Kedar holds a B.S. in International 
Relations from the London School of 
Economics and an  M.A. in Hebrew and Jewish 
Studies from University College in London.  He 
was born in the United Kingdom and made 
Aliyah in 1982.  He is married with three 
children. 

 

 

Adult Education 

Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
The Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, at the time of the new moon, for discussion, 
examination of a topic, and conversation. Rosh Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday. Any 
adult is welcome to attend. 

The next meeting of Hakafa's Rosh Chodesh Group will be held April 26 at 3:00 pm. The meeting 
place and the discussion topic will be announced in the weekly electronic bulletin. 

Contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095 or sdresser24@comcast.net) for more information. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:sdresser24@comcast.net
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Hakafa Social Action Day and 

Walk with Israel  

Sunday, May 3, 2009  
 
All members of the congregation are invited 
to participate in Hakafa's Annual Social 
Action Day - a day in which we give a little 
of ourselves to the community. We do not 
have Religious School on May 3. On that 
day, we are asking members of the 
congregation to participate in one of a 
number of special social action activities. 
You will be able to participate as a family, 
group, or individual.  
 
It is our hope that this year's Social Action 
Day will be an opportunity to learn about 
social action activities that we can do during  
the other 364 days of the year.  
 
In the next few days, you will receive a 
separate mailing with more information 
about the different volunteer opportunities 
and a sign-up form.  
 
Contact John and Gail Thomason (847-256-
1361 or johnthomason@gmail.com) with 
questions. 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
One Social Action Day opportunity is to 
show your support for Israel and walk with 
Hakafa in the North Suburban Walk With 
Israel.  If you are interested in joining us, the 
Jewish Federation will be providing buses 
that will pick us up at Cove School and take 
us to the walk.  
 
Contact David Kaplan (847-681-0454) with 
questions and to let us know if you are 
interested in attending so we can provide 
adequate transportation.  
 

 

Maot Chitim Deliveries  
 
Hakafa's volunteer participation in the Passover 
mitzvah of Maot Chitim continues on Sunday 
morning, April 5.  Join Hakafa members and 
others in the Chicago area's Jewish community in 
delivering boxes of Passover food and other 
necessities Chicago area Jews in need in time 
for the Passover holiday.   
 
If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Carol Anne Been (847-835-3677 or 
cbeen@sonnenschein.com). 
 
 

Social Action 

DEMAND IMMIGRANT JUSTICE 

NOW! 

Join the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs'  

"Progress by Pesach (Passover)" Campaign 

and be part of the Jewish National Call for 

IMMIGRANTS' RIGHTS. 

SIGN THE ON-LINE PETITION NOW! 
http://www.jcua.org/progress 

The inhumane raids have been disastrous to 
communities and families, are in direct opposition 
to Jewish values of protecting the stranger in our 
land, and are a violation of international Human 
Rights treaties.  We are calling for an 
IMMEDIATE END TO RAIDS and the speedy 
enactment of FAIR, JUST, and 
COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
legislation during President Obama’s first 100 
days! 

Join communities around the country in saying 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH – we want some 
progress on this important issue by Passover!   

TAKE ACTION NOW! 

mailto:johnthomason@gmail.com
http://www.jcua.org/progress
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Tzedek, Tzedek Tirdof – Justice, Justice, shall you pursue (Deut. 16:20) 
 
Hakafa congregants have a long history of participating in social action activities with enthusiasm 
and generosity. Many of our members have expressed interest in exploring ways to gain a deeper 
understanding of the issues that have created the need for social action with the hope that 
understanding may lead to participation in combating them. 
 
Over the past year, Randi Starr Savitzky and Phil Zisook spoke with a number of you to discuss 
the types of social justice issues that you think Hakafa should be pursuing.  Based on these 
discussions, a number of issue-based focus groups have been formed to provide interested 
congregants a collective outlet for fulfilling this important aspect of our congregational work.  These 
groups include: 
 

Immigration Reform and Worker Justice:  A successful adult education discussion in December 
led us to realize the complexity of immigration reform and its relationship to worker justice.  To that 
end, we will be holding a series of discussions in the coming months to better educate ourselves on 
the various aspects of the immigration issue while reaching out to members of the immigrant 
community to form deeper ties.  Contact Randi Starr Savitzky (847-835-1994 or 
rstarr4@comcast.net) for more information. 
 
Peace:  In the aftermath of the conflict in Gaza, Hakafa members and a group of Muslims in Wilmette 
have reached out to one another to affirm our ability to work together here despite tensions in the 
Middle East.  We will be meeting in the coming weeks with the hope of developing a working 
relationship with one another.  Contact Phil Zisook (847-831-5953 or pjz123@comcast.net) for more 
information. 
  
Environment:  Hakafa’s Environmental Committee activities have included a recycling extravaganza. 
Members also include the promotion of environmentally friendly actions every month in the 
newsletter. They will be brainstorming for a year’s worth of ideas for activities to commence in the fall. 
If you are an experienced environmentalist, a rookie, or an interested bystander, please consider 
joining forces with us.  We need you!  Watch the announcements for committee meeting dates and 
times. Contact Steve Bierig (847-236-1009 or ARB438@comcast.net) for more information. 
 
Education: Hakafa is starting a social action group that centers on education issues.  We will be 
holding our first meeting on Thursday, April 2 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Mark and Elle Weisbard 
(1706 Central Avenue, Wilmette).  All are invited to attend.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Mark Weisbard (847-256-0270 or mweisbard@dykema.com). 
 
Race:  For a number of years, we have had warm relations with Faith Community Church from 
Chicago’s West Side.  Through that relationship, we have begun to discuss ways to initiate a 
thoughtful discussion about race relations in America.  We expect to be holding a forum in the coming 
months.  Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) for more information.  

 
As with all Hakafa meetings and events, these groups are open to the entire congregation.  If you 
are interested in participating, please contact the person responsible from the list above.  Or, if 
there is an issue of concern to you that you would like to see us explore, please contact Randi 
Starr Savitzky (847-835-1994 or rstarr4@comcast.net). 
 

Social Action 

mailto:ARB438@comcast.net
mailto:mweisbard@dykema.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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HAKAFA RECYCLES AND REUSES!   

Our recycling extravaganza is being held on Sunday, April 26 from 9:30 a.m. ï 12:30p.m. We can 
make a difference by taking many toxic items and reusable items out of the waste stream.   

Medications (no needles or syringes): This year we are asking people to recycle their unused 
medications. Each year, more than 4,600 tons of pharmaceuticals and personal care products enter 
the waste stream.  Many people may not be aware that improperly disposing of prescription or over-
the-counter drugs, such as flushing them down the toilet, contributes to pharmaceuticals found in 
our waterways. Recent studies show that many of these substances are surviving water treatment 
facilities and making their way into drinking water.  

CDôs & DVDôs and their jewel cases, audio & video tapes: According to the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), CDs and DVDs and video/audio tapes are typically manufactured by 
combining various mined metals (aluminum, gold, silver, and nickel) with petroleum-derived 
plastics, lacquers, and dyes. As for jewel cases, most are made from of Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC). 
By recycling these items, we are going to eliminate toxic waste and make them into high-quality 
plastics used in auto parts, office equipment, alarm panels, streetlights, electrical cable insulation, 
jewel cases, and more.   
 
Bicycles: Your old bikes will be fixed and/or restored and donated to various social service 
organizations in our area.   
 
Electronics: Electronic waste is of concern largely due to the toxicity and carcinogenicity of some 
of its substances, if processed improperly. Many electronic products also contain parts that could be 
profitably refurbished and reused with little effort. When we throw away old electronic equipment, 
we're throwing away these resources and generating additional pollution associated with the need 
to access virgin materials and manufacture new products. 
 
Gently Worn Shoes: Your gently worn shoes can go to people who have no shoes. 
 
 

Please save your items and prevent them from going in a landfill. 
 
 
Contact Rachel Lee (847-251-8815 or rleelee@sbcglobal.net) with questions or to help with this 
event. 
 

 
 

Social Action 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toxicity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carcinogen
mailto:rleelee@sbcglobal.net
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Good Work Continues at Good News 

Community Kitchen 
 
The Reverend Marilyn Pagan-Banks, executive 
director of Good News Community Kitchen, 
spoke at Hakafa services on March 13 about 
finding solutions for hunger. Good News 
Community Kitchen partners with Hakafa and 
other congregations to feed approximately 140 
people in need every evening of the week. 
 
Hakafa is committed to providing and serving 
food at Good News Community Kitchen on the 
second Sunday of every month. The kitchen 
is located on the far north side of Chicago, and 
each month four families from Hakafa share this 
meaningful experience. Help is needed on June 
14, July 12, and August 9. Even if you won’t be 
available to serve at the kitchen you can 
participate by purchasing food or simply by 
contributing financially, a critical need. If you 
would like to help, please contact Leanne Star 
(847-441-5811 or L-star@northwestern.edu). 
 

 

Social Action 

The Jewish Employment Network  
 
The Jewish Employment Network (JEN) is an 
exclusive networking program for unemployed 
members of participating Jewish congregations 
(of which Hakafa is one) and their adult children.  
It serves middle and upper level managers and 
professionals who have been impacted by job 
loss, women returning to the workforce, career 
changers, young professionals, and college and 
post-graduate students.  The program offers a 
variety of career counseling and job search 
strategies, roundtable discussions and other 
networking opportunities, a job bank, and 
techniques to help JEN clients create effective 
job campaigns.   
 
For more information, contact Laurie Rosen 
(847-568-5154) or check out their web site at 
www.jvschicago.org. 

  
 

 

Mitzvah Project 
 
In preparation for becoming a bat mitzvah, 
Izzy Patt will be collecting items for two 
organizations on Sunday morning, April 12.  
 
The two organizations are: The Pajama 
Program and Stand Up For Kids.  The 
Pajama Program helps kids who are waiting 
to be adopted learn how to read and and 
provides them with books and pajamas. 
Stand Up for Kids helps homeless kids who 
find schools, homes, and shelter.   
 
Izzy is asking for donations of new 
backpacks, books, and new pajamas for 
ages infant through 12 years old.   
 
Donations can be brought to the decorated 
bin on the front table in the lobby at Cove 
School on April 12. 

Affordable Housing -Homesharing 

Worried about savings, job market, housing 
costs? If you need a more affordable rent 
near a job or family in Chicago’s northern 
suburbs, consider Homesharing. It’s a 
mutually beneficial match --- between an 
individual with a base income of 
$1,000/month seeking to rent a room and a 
homeowner who needs extra income and/or 
help. Both parties benefit from mutual 
affordability and support. Rents of $450-$600 
include utilities, use of kitchen and laundry.  
Due to the strained economy, many 
homeowners have applied to participate in 
Homesharing and are in need of a renter.   
 
Contact Jackie Grossmann 
(www.interfaithhousingcenter.org or 847-501-
5732) with questions. 
 

mailto:L-star@northwestern.edu
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.interfaithhousingcenter.org/
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URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute 

2008-2009 SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
Apr. 22-26 DEVORAH Quilting Kallah: OSRUI has pieced together this fabulous adult program for all 
levels of quilters, beginners through experienced. 
 
May 15-17 FATHER & SON Kallah: Special time at Camp for dads, granddads, uncles, and the boys 
they love, age 5 to 12. 
 
May 27–31 HAVA NASHIRA: This songleading workshop is for those who teach or lead music in 
camps, congregations, and community centers. 
 
June 24-28 LIMUD by the LAKE Biking in Door County: Spend your days exploring picturesque 
Door County, biking 20-30 miles or more each day, and relax at night in deluxe accommodations. 
 

July 25 CELEBRATE the RUACH: A fabulous concert under the stars featuring Debbie Friedman 
and Rabbi Joe Black. Beginning at 4:00 p.m. there will be time for a tour of OSRUI (featuring the 
new Lillian and Larry Goodman Aquatic Center), and a leisurely dinner on the Bayit lawn before 
After the concert we will have the incredible opportunity to celebrate havdallah with the entire camp 
community. The event is open to the entire region. For more details and a registration form, please 
visit www.osrui.org. 
 

For more information or to register: 847-239-6984 or www.osrui.org or osruiprograms@urj.org 
 

Looking for Financial Help for Summer Camp 2009?  
 

There are scholarships available for OSRUI and other Jewish camps.  
Some are not based on financial need. 

 
The Campership Program of Chicago will provide campers attending a Jewish overnight camp for the first 
time for 3 weeks or more $1250, and those attending for the second time $750.  It doesn’t matter what your 
income is or how many summers you attended camp for two weeks or less.  You must live in the Chicago 
metropolitan area (including Northwest Indiana) or as far away as Springfield or Champaign-Urbana. This 
program is not need based.  For information, go to their website:  www.campership.net  
   
The OSRUI Campership Program provides assistance to campers based on financial need.  To apply, 
attach a note to your registration form that includes your name and mailing address and a request for 
Campership forms.  Forms will be mailed to you by December 1 and are due back in the OSRUI office by 
February 1.  For information, contact Susan Alexander (847-239-6980 or salexander@urj.org).  
   
Chicago Jewish Federation (312-346-6700) offers scholarships as well. Contact them to find out how to 
receive some assistance.  

 
Rabbi Elder provides monies for congregants who go to Jewish overnight camps. Contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) for information. 

Jewish Camps 

http://www.osrui.org/
http://www.campership.net/
mailto:salexander@urj.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Events Israel-related in late April and May 
 
Friday, April 24:  Join us at 8:00 p.m. for a special service, oneg, and Israeli dancing 
commemorating Yom HaAtzmaut, the 61st anniversary of Israel becoming a state.  Come 
celebrate Israel’s birthday! 
 
Sunday, April 26:  At 10:15 a.m., Israeli Deputy Consul General Gershon Kedar will speak 
about the recent elections in Israel and current prospects for peace in the Middle East.  Mr. 
Kedar is a British-born career diplomat with 18 years service who made aliyah in 1982. 
 
Sunday May 3:  Israel Solidarity Day - the Walk with Israel.  This year’s walk is at Highland 
Park High School.  The Hakafa Express bus will leave Cove School at 9:30 am to take us 
there.  Please pre-register for the walk at:  http://www.juf.org/walk/default.aspx. Proceeds 
from this year’s walk will go to support safe summer activities for children in and around 
Sderot, the town in Southern Israel most threatened by rocket attacks from Gaza during the 
past eight years.  Contact David Kaplan (312-718-0454 or DavidKap@comcast.net) with 
questions.  

 
 

Israel 

Congregation Hakafaõs 
Yom HaõAtzmaut Celebration 

 
Friday, April 24, 2009, 8:00 p.m.  

Winnetka Community House  

 

 
 

 Shabbat service at 8 :00 p.m.  
  Israeli Dancing  and Special Oneg after the service  

 
Contact Carol McCardell (847 -835-2040 or mcsolomon@comcast.net ) with questions  

 

http://www.juf.org/walk/default.aspx
mailto:DavidKap@comcast.net
mailto:mcsolomon@comcast.net
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Hakafa Calendar 

April 2009   

Nisan/Iyar 5769 
 

1 

 

 
 

 

1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

2 

 
12:00 p.m. 

Lunch & Learn  

in the Loop 

 

7:30 p.m. 

Education Social 

Action Group Meeting 

(home of Mark and Elle 

Weisbard) 

3 
 

9:30 a.m. 

Prayerbook Hebrew 

Class (NSUMC) 

 

10:45 a.m. 

Trope Class (NSUMC) 

 

7:00 p.m.  

Family Shabbat Service 

(WCH) 

4 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 

 

Bar Mitzvah - 

Matt Gutman (am) 

5 

 
No Religious School - 

Spring Break 

 

Maot Chitim Deliveries 

 

1:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee 

(Home of Beth 

Kaufmann) 

6 7 

 
 

No Hebrew School 

 

7:30 p.m. 

Nominating Meeting 

(Home of Jay 

Hesdorffer) 

8 

 

 

 

 
Erev Pesach - 

First Passover 

Seder 

9  
1st Day of  

Passover 
(Hakafa office closed) 

 

3:45 p.m. 

Robineau House Seder 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Second Passover 

Seder / Congregational 

Seder (WCH) 

10 
2nd Day of 

Passover 
 

 

8:00 p.m.  

Shabbat Service ï 

Ethan Michaeli of We 

the People Media 

speaks (WCH) 

11  
 3rd Day of 

Passover 

 
3rd 10th Grade All-Day 

Program/Retreat 

12 
4th Day of 

Passover 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Religious School 

Resumes - Preschool  

Class meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  ï Adult 

Study (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 

 Adult Bônot Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

 Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 

3:30 p.m. - Final Bônai 

Mitzvah Workshop 

(NSUMC) 

13 
5th Day of 

Passover 

14 
6th Day of 

Passover 

 
10:00 a.m. 

Mishneh Torah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 

Hebrew School (Cove) 

15 
7th Day of 

Passover 
(Hakafa office closed) 

 

10:30 a.m.  

Yizkor Service 

(Lakeside 

Congregation) 

16 
 (8th Day of Passover) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12:00 p.m. 

Lunch & Learn on the 

North Shore 

17 
Newsletter Submissions 

Due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 p.m.  

Shabbat Service (WCH) 

18 

 
Adult Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Movie Group 

(NSUMC) 

19 

 
Adult Retreat 

9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Religious School 

(Cove) 

2:00 p.m. 

American-Middle 

Eastern Women 

(NSUMC) 

3:30 p.m. 

Chevra Kadisha 

20 21   Yom  

        HaShoah 

 

 
12:00 p.m. 

Hebrew Circle 

 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 

Hebrew School (Cove) 

22 

 
 

 

1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

 

 

7:30 p.m. 

Book Group (Home of 

Dottie Hammel) 

23 24 
 

9:30 a.m. 

Prayerbook Hebrew 

Class (NSUMC) 

 

10:45 a.m. 

Trope Class (NSUMC) 

 

8:00 p.m.  

Yom HaAtzmaut 

Shabbat Service and 

Oneg  (WCH) 

25 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 

 

Bat Mitzvah - 

Isabel Patt (am) 

 

 

Bat Mitzvah - 

Cassidy Miller (pm) 

26 
9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

Recycling Extravaganza 

(Cove School) 

9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Religious School  - 

Preschool Class Meets 

(Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  ï Adult 

Study (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 

Adult Bônot Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 

3:00 p.m.  

Rosh Chodesh  

27 28    Yom 

         HaZikaron  

 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Mishneh Torah 

 

 

 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 

Hebrew School (Cove) 

29   Yom 

        HaAtzmaut 
 

 

 

 

1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

 

 

8:00-10:00 p.m. 

High School Juniors 

and Seniors Hang Out 

with Rabbi Elder 

(Borders Book Store) 

30  

 


