
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Come Hike Israel with Hakafa!  
 

Are you looking to see Israel in a new and different way?  Whether you have been to 
Israel before or not, this trip just might be for you! 
 
Hakafa will be travelling to Israel on June 12, 2010 for two weeks of hiking and fun.  
We will walk throughout the entire country, intimately experiencing the sights and the 
land.   
 
If you are good for 5-10 miles a day, if you like to hike lush hills and rugged desert 
mountains, and if you would rather explore cities on foot than by bus, you will not 
want to miss this trip! 
 
There will be an informational meeting about our Israel trip on Sunday, May 17 at 
5:00 p.m. at our offices the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel 
Avenue, Glencoe).   
  

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 
 

Congregation Hakafa Newsletter 
May 2009 

Iyar/Sivan 5769 
 

Eleventh Grade Confirmation Ceremony  
  

The entire congregation is cordially invited to the Confirmation of our Eleventh Grade 
Students at Friday evening services on May 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House.   
 
We congratulate our confirmation class of 5769 and their families: 

 
Alex Block, Geoffrey Curley, Ellie Hersh, David Hesdorffer, Aaron Kaiser-Chen, 

Katie Kalmikoff, Katy Krantz, Ben Levine-Drizin,  
Carolyn Spector, Anna Weinstein 

 
 

An oneg will follow the service. 
 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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My Valentine 

      Rona and I do not celebrate Valentine’s Day; it has never been our ―thing.‖  Our children, 

however, look forward to it every year … especially Eli. 

 Each February, Eli chooses his favorite cartoon-themed valentines – this year was Ben 10 

once again, I believe – to send to all his classmates and friends.  He carefully writes a name on the 

appropriate line of each card, autographs his signature in handwriting much neater than mine, and 

affixes a heart-shaped lollipop to the back.  He loves to pass out valentines as much as he loves to 

receive them.  Red is his favorite color.  He derives such pleasure from the whole day, and it sticks 

with him for weeks. 

 So, I was really not that surprised when he approached me a few weeks back.   

 ―Dad,‖ he said in his adorable, Eli-giggling type of way, ―I just sent a valentine to God.‖ 

 ―You did?‖  

 ―Yeah,‖ he replied. ―I wanted to send one to Moses, too, but he’s not alive anymore and, 

anyways, I don’t have his address.‖ 

 ―You have God’s address?‖ 

―Dad,‖ he said in that six-year-old, exasperated tone used only toward a father who is 

apparently so not with it. ―I e-mailed it.‖ 

 ―What did the e-mail say?‖ 

 ―I love You, God.  Be my Valentine.‖ 

 ―That is really sweet, Eli.  Do you think God minded receiving it in March?‖ 

 ―No, Dad, because I love God every day.‖ 

 With that, he turned and started to leave the room.  He stopped, looked back at me, and 

added, ―I hope that’s okay, Dad.‖ 

 ―Sure it is, Eli.  Why wouldn’t it be?‖ 

 ―Well, with you being a rabbi and all, and God not being Jewish …‖ his sentence tapered off. 

 I smiled. ―Of course it’s fine, Eli.  I’m glad you let God know how much you love Him.  But, tell 

me something.  What religion is God?‖ 

 ―Dad,‖ he growled in his superhero voice. ―You know!‖ 

 ―I do?‖ 

 ―Yes.‖  He waited a brief moment, and seeing that I obviously did not know what he knew 

everyone knew, he added, ―Every religion.‖ And, with that he scampered out of the room. 

 My son, the universalist.    

 I might not believe in the God that Eli does - One that answers our prayers or surfs the 

internet.  But, I do believe in the kind of love he expressed:  a love of something bigger than all of 

us; a love that passes through each of us with every Divine breath we take; a love that transcends 

―isms;‖ and, most wondrously, a love reflected in the eyes of childhood innocence. 

 Happy Valentine’s Day, Eli, each and every day of your precious life. 

 

-Bruce Elder 

 

D’varim  
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Prayer and Celebration 

Congregational 

Hanukkah Celebration 
 
Please join us at our Shabbat 
service on Friday evening, 
December 26 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Winnetka Community House 
(620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) 
for a beautiful Hakafa tradition as 
we celebrate Hanukkah and 
Shabbat.  Bring your chanukiot 
(Hanukkah menorahs), candles, 
and matches and help us 
celebrate Hanukkah as a 
community.  
 
A special Hanukkah oneg will 
follow. 
 

Family Shabbat Service 
 
Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, May 1 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 
Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).  
Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular services and is 
geared toward families with 
children. As always, people of 
all ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  

 
Please contact Rabbi Elder 

(847-266- 8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) 

with questions. 
 
Please note: This is an earlier time. 
There will be no 8:00 p.m. service 
on this evening. 

 
 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
 

May 1   Shabbat Acharei Mot-K’doshim 
7:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Leviticus 16:1-20:27 
   Haftarah:  Amos 9:7-15 
             
May 8   Shabbat Emor 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Leviticus 21:1-24:23 
   Haftarah:  Ezekiel 44:1-14-31 
      
May 15  Shabbat B’har-B’chukotai 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Leviticus 25:1-27:34 
   Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-7:17:14     
  Hebrew School Graduation  
    
May 22  Shabbat B’midbar 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Numbers 1:1-4:20  
   Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 
 

May 29  Shabbat Naso 
6:30 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Numbers 4:21-5:31 
   Haftarah: Judges 13:2-12 
  Confirmation Ceremony: Note earlier time 
 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us for our Shabbat morning minyanim in May. On 
May 9 we will meet at our offices at the North Shore United 

Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Our May 23 
minyan will be held at the home of Barbara and Allen 
Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe).   
 
This hour-long service and study begins at 8:30 a.m. and is a 
wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  
People of all ages are encouraged and welcome to join us.  

 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 
questions. 
 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
We are looking for hosts for 

Friday evening onegs from May 
through August.  Now is the time 

to reserve your date! 

  
Hosting a Friday evening oneg 
is a wonderful way to help 
support Hakafa and is also a 
nice way to celebrate a bar/bat 
mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with 
the congregation.  Many people 
have traditionally honored the 
memory of a loved one on 
his/her yahrzeit by hosting an 
oneg.  If you are able to host an 
oneg, please contact Susan 
Scheff (847-433-5644 or 
scscheff@comcast.net) to 
reserve a date. 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:scscheff@comcast.net
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Shavuot Tikkun  

 
Shavuot (pronounced shah-VOO-oat) occurs on the sixth day of 
the Hebrew month of Sivan (on Friday, May 29 this year).  It is 
the second of three pilgrimage festivals (Passover and Sukkot 
are the other two).  Shavuot commemorates the day God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. It also has an 
agricultural reference, marking a stage in the harvest.  One of 
the customs of Shavuot is to hold a tikkun, or Torah-based 
learning session, late into the night.  
 
Join us as we study on Thursday evening, May 28 from 9:30 
p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at Lakeside Congregation for Reform 
Judaism (1221 County Line Road, Highland Park).  Successive 
learning sessions will be led by Rabbi Ike Serotta and Cantor 
Michael Davis of Lakeside, and Rabbi Elder. Coffee and nosh 
will be available throughout the evening.  We hope you will join 
us! 
 

Join us for a Lag Ba’Omer Bonfire  
 

On Tuesday evening, May 12 we will be gathering at Little House in Glencoe for Hakafa’s annual 
Lag Ba’Omer bonfire beginning at 6:00 p.m. (right after Hebrew School)! 
 
We are commanded by the Torah to count forty-nine days starting from the second day of 
Passover. On the fiftieth day, we celebrate the festival of Shavuot, commemorating the giving of the 
Torah. This 50-day period is called "Counting the Omer." The Omer was a barley offering brought to 
the Temple on the day we start counting, the second day of Passover. "Lag BaOmer" is the thirty-
third day of counting the Omer.  The word "Lag" means 33 because it is comprised of the letters 
"lamud" and "gimmel," corresponding to the numerical values of "30" and "3." In the time of Rabbi 
Akiva, who witnessed the destruction of the Second Temple and who was the greatest Torah Sage 
of his generation, twenty-four thousand of his disciples died in an epidemic during the counting of 
the Omer. Since the epidemic was suspended on the 33rd day, Lag Ba’Omer has become a joyous 
day of celebration, complete with bonfires – especially in Israel. So, come join us around the fire for 
dinner, singing, and dessert! You bring dinner - we’ll provide the s’mores!  
 
Directions to Little House: Dundee Road to Bluff. Go south on Bluff two blocks to Lincoln. Turn right on 
Lincoln. Lincoln turns into Prairie (road bends left). Prairie turns into Birch. Proceed past ―No Access‖ sign. 
Little House is at 690 Birch Lane. Contact Rabbi Elder (847- 266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

 

Prayer and Celebration 

Share Your 

Holidays  
 

On occasion, there are 

Hakafa members who would 

like to share holidays with 

fellow congregants and do 

not have the opportunity to 

do so.  If you would like to 

host a fellow congregant for a 

holiday meal, or if you need a 

place to go for the holidays, 

please contact Sylvia 

Dresser (847-945-6095). 
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Hakafa Emergency Fund 
 
Through a few generous contributions, we have been able to set aside an amount of money for 

any congregant who, during this trying economic time, might need financial assistance to pay a bill 

or help with basic necessities.   

 

If you are in need, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we 

can help. This will remain completely confidential.     

 

 

Member News 

SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING  

Winnetka Community House 

MAY 8 at 6:45 p.m. 
 
The Finance Committee, with participation from a large number of congregants, has engaged in a 
thorough review of Congregation Hakafa’s financial situation.  It appears that the congregation will 
end this fiscal year with a net income loss of approximately $90,000.  While this is considerably 
larger than expected, we remain financially stable and solvent due to the financial reserves 
accumulated in past years.   
 
The proposed budget for our next fiscal year will be presented for consideration and approval by 
the congregation at our Annual Meeting on May 17 at 10:30 a.m.  Due to the importance of this 
discussion, the officers have decided to hold a special meeting on Friday, May 8 at 6:45 p.m. in 
order to provide a fuller opportunity for review and discussion of the proposed budget.   
 
Items to be discussed at the special meeting include: 
 

 Proposed expense reductions 

 Membership and school enrollment projections 

 Membership in the Union of Reform Judaism  

 Facilities 

 Fair share dues and school fees 
 
The Finance Committee’s goal is to prepare a balanced budget to propose to the Congregation at 
the Annual Meeting that keeps dues and school tuition increases as low as possible while 
maintaining the high quality of our programs, education, and worship. 
 
We encourage you to attend the special meeting on May 8 at 6:45 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House and join us after for Shabbat services. Additionally, please remember 
that the Annual Congregation Meeting is at Cove School on May 17 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Member News 

Hakafa Teen Corner 
 

Calling all Hakafa High School  

Juniors and Seniors: 

 
Looking for a place to study or hang out with your Hakafa friends?  Rabbi Elder will be at Borders 
at the Edens Plaza in Wilmette the last Wednesday of every month from 8:00-10:00 p.m.   Join 
him on May 27 - bring your homework, a book, a game, or nothing at all.  Drinks and snacks are on 
him!  Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 

 

Change Your World. Pursue Justice.  

If Not Now, When? 

 
Or Tzedek is the teen social justice initiative of the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs (JCUA). 
Through hands-on service, teen-led projects and education about Jewish values and social justice, 
teens learn about challenges facing diverse, urban communities and take action to combat them. 
Or Tzedek’s summer program is for Jewish teens interested in real-life social justice work! We 
offer a unique 8-day experience for high school students who want to address urban issues such 
as poverty, racism, inadequate housing, healthcare and environmental justice through hands-on 
service and high level learning. For more information, go to ortzedek.org, or contact Asaf at JCUA 
(312-663-0960). 
 

Annual Congregation Meeting 
 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present its 2009-2010 slate of officers, which will be 
voted on at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 17, 10:30 a.m. immediately 
following the Family Service at Cove School. 
 
The 2009-2010 slate includes: 
 

President: Janice Halpern 
Vice President: Don Pollak 
Operations Treasurer: Beth Kaufmann 
Dues Treasurer: Bill Goldberg 
Secretary: Mark Kusatzky 

 
Contact our President, Janice Halpern (847-256-5340 or janice.halpern@chicagopartners.com), 
with questions. 
 
The installation of officers will take place at Shabbat Services on Friday, June 12 at 8:00 p.m. at 
the Winnetka Community House.  Please join us in congratulating our officers. 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Mazal Tov to the following B’nai 

Mitzvah 
A.J. Watkins – May 2 
Quinn Gray – May 9 

Gabe Levine-Drizin – May 23 
Eliot Rapoport – May 30 

 

Shabbat on the Water  
Are you the outdoors type?   

Do you like to canoe and camp?    
If so, Hakafa’s summer Shabbaton is for you! 

 
We will be heading to the western end of the 
Wisconsin River the weekend of June 26 to 
canoe, camp, and enjoy one another’s company.   
 
Note: There will be a short planning meeting 
on Wednesday, May 20 at 8:30 p.m. at the 
Hakafa offices at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church for all who are interested 
in coming on the trip.   
 
Please contact Marietta Hesdorffer (847-441-
0114 or hesdor@aol.com) or Susan Varick (847-
835-4522 or varick@comcast.net) with 
questions. 
 

 

Member News 

Chevra Kadisha 
Members of Hakafa’s Burial Society will meet on Sunday, May 17 at 3:30 p.m. at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe) for a teaching session led by 
Rabbi Joseph S. Ozarowski of the Jewish Healing Network of Chicago. Rabbi Ozarowski will 
discuss the prayers used for taharah and their sources in the tradition.  
 
We are still looking for new members, especially men. If you are interested in joining our Chevra 
Kadisha, or if you have any questions, please contact Deborah Brown (847-256-3985 or 
dmb9476@gmail.com) or Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 

Chesed  
Chesed is our congregation’s way of reaching 

out to one another. 
 
If you know of anyone in our congregation 
who is in crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who could benefit 
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health 
care appointment, please contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).  
 

Thank you to… 
 
Amy Acri and everyone who assisted her in 
coordinating our beautiful congregational 
Passover Seder. 
 

Hakafa Huppah  
 
As you plan your wedding, keep in mind that 
there is a hand-painted silk huppah available for 
use by Hakafa members, complete with poles.  
A donation to Hakafa is requested in exchange 
for use of the huppah.   
 
To borrow, please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854) or Judith Joseph (847-564-5452). 
 

Condolences to… 
 
Norm Berger and family on the loss of his 
mother, Cyrena Berger. 
 

mailto:hesdor@aol.com
mailto:varick@comcast.net
mailto:dmb9476@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Adult Education 

Film Group 
 
The Hakafa film group will meet on Saturday, 
May 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the North Shore United 
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe). We will screen Jellyfish.  
 
This recent Israeli film  follows the crisscrossing 
paths of three women and a mysterious 
unnamed little girl in Tel Aviv.  The New York 
Times described it as capturing the irreducible 
oddness of being alive, and the tiny pleasures 
and kindnesses that can compensate for the 
usual tedium and indifference of the world.  
 
We will meet for a light dinner together at 5:45 
p.m. at Vernon’s (Vernon Avenue in Glencoe).  
Join us there or come directly to the church for 
the movie.  Everyone is invited!  Feel free to 
bring friends, family, and a nosh if you like. 
Contact Mike Solomon (847-835-2040) with 
questions. 
 

 
 

Hebrew at Hakafa  
 

 Our Prayerbook Hebrew Class meets on 
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 
Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). In this weekly 
class we look at various prayers and 
their meanings, and learn to speak and 
chant them. New members are always 
welcome.   

 
Please Note: This class will not meet on 
Friday, May 29 in observance of 
Shavuot. 

1.  

 Are you a Hebrew speaker looking for 
the opportunity to utilize your Hebrew 
skills with fellow Hakafa members in an 
informal setting?  If so, our Hebrew Circle 
is for you!  Please join us on Tuesday, 
May 19 at noon at the office of Brad 
Reiff (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th 
floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch 
and conversation! 
 

 Are you interested in learning the alef 
bet? Hakafa is beginning an introductory 
Hebrew class in May. Contact Rabbi 
Elder for details. 
 

 Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

 
 

Adult Study  

Please join us on May 10 at 10:30 a.m. during Religious School for our last 

Adult Study class of the school year. 
 

Professor Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern will teach a class on the hauntingly beautiful music of 

the Jews of Venice.  He will play musical selections and place them in a cultural/historical 

context. 

 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Lunch & Learn on the 

 North Shore  
 
Our next ―Lunch & Learn on the North Shore‖ will 
take place at noon at on Thursday, May 21 at the 
home of Cookie Robertson (211 Dennis Lane, 
Glencoe).  
 
Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate in 
a lively discussion! New participants are always 
welcome. 

 

Trope Class  
 

Trope class continues on Friday mornings at 
10:45 a.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

Please Note: This class will not meet on Friday, 
May 29 in observance of Shavuot. 

 

Tanach Study 
 
Come enjoy the Tanach with other Hakafa 
members!  We meet on Wednesdays at the home 
of Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, 
Wilmette) from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
 

Adult Education 

Lunch & Learn in the Loop 

 
 
Our next Lunch & Learn in the Loop will 
take place at noon on Thursday, May 7 
at the office of Steve Varick (131 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago). 
 
Bring your own lunch and prepare to 
participate in a lively discussion!  New 
participants are always welcome.  
 

Mishneh Torah Class 
 
Our next sessions of Mishneh Torah class 
will be held on Tuesdays, May 12 and 
May 26 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of 
Gerri and David Kahnweiler (1070 
Westmoor Road, Winnetka).   
 
Come join us to learn more about what 
Jewish law has to say on almost every 
aspect of life. 
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-
8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 
questions.  
 

Adult B’not Mitzvah 
 
Adult B’not Mitzvah study with Rabbi 
Elder continues every Sunday that 
Religious School is in session from 12:15 
to 1:30 p.m. at Cove School (350 Lee 
Road, Northbrook).   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-
8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 
questions.  
 

mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org
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Social Action 

Tzedek, Tzedek Tirdof – Justice, Justice, shall you pursue (Deut. 16:20) 
 

A Note of Thanks and Reflection 
 
A little over a year ago, Rabbi Elder and I met with Michael Deheeger, newly hired Synagogue 
Organizer at JCUA and Hakafa member to explore ways to strengthen and deepen our 
congregation’s commitment to the pursuit of social justice.  Since then, Phil Zisook and I have 
had conversations with over two dozen Hakafa members in order to learn more about the 
issues on their minds.   
 
Our members are involved in a wide variety of social justice movements, both professionally 
and on a volunteer basis.  Issues of concern ranged from immigration and worker’s rights, 
homelessness and hunger, global warming, race relations, health care, education, fair elections 
and prison reform.  We have an enormous base of expertise around many of these issues in 
our membership and it has been humbling to listen to the breadth and depth of commitment that 
is so evident among our congregants.  
 
A list of committees involved in social justice issues was printed in April’s newsletter.  In case 
you missed them, standing committees that are currently in existence are:  Immigration Reform 
and Worker Justice; Peace; Environment; Education; and Race.  Please look for meeting times 
and dates in our monthly newsletter, and especially in our weekly e-mail blasts.   Should any of 
you be interested in addressing an issue that has not already formed a committee, please let 
me know and we can talk about ways to get started.   We are all well aware that the issues and 
needs at hand are many.  
 
To every member who took the time to talk to us, please accept our thanks for your time and 
thoughtfulness.  Every conversation was unique, exciting and inspirational and afforded us an 
opportunity to get to know you better.  For those of you who we did not get to, please know that 
we welcome your voices as well, and encourage you to call either of us at any time with ideas 
and/or concerns about how we as a congregation can further our involvement in issues around 
social justice.    
 
Randi Starr Savitzky 
Rstarr4@comcast.net 
 
 

Hakafa's Education Social Action Group 
 
Hakafa’s Education Social Action Group will hold its second meeting on Thursday, May 7 at 7:30 
p.m. at the home of Sherry Medwin and Tom Siegel (848 Park Ave., Wilmette).  
 
Anyone interested in supporting social justice in education is welcome. Contact Sherry Medwin or 
Tom Siegel (847-251-7670) with questions. 
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Hakafa Social Action Day and 

Walk with Israel  

Sunday, May 3, 2009  
 
All members of the congregation are 
invited to participate in Hakafa's Annual 
Social Action Day - a day in which we 
give a little of ourselves to the 
community. We do not have Religious 
School on May 3. On that day, members 
of the congregation will be participating in 
one of a number of special social action 
activities. In April, all members received 
a mailing with more information about the 
different volunteer opportunities. It is not 
too late to sign up! 
 
 
If you would like to participate, contact 
John and Gail Thomason (847-256-1361 
or johnthomason@gmail.com) as soon 
as possible. 
 

 
One Social Action Day opportunity is to 
show your support for Israel and walk 
with Hakafa in the North Suburban 
Walk with Israel.  If you are interested in 
joining us, the Jewish Federation will be 
providing buses that will pick us up at 
Cove School and take us to the walk.  
 
Contact David Kaplan (847-681-0454) as 
soon as possible if you are interested in 
walking with Hakafa. 
 
.  
 

 

Hakafa ‘s Festival of the Arts: 

Over-the-Counter Medicine and Vitamin 

Collection 

 
Our congregation is collecting over-the-counter 
medications and vitamins during Hakafa’s Festival 
of the Arts on May 2 at the Winnetka Community 
House (see the insert after page 4) to send to our 
Yad l’Yad (Hand-to-Hand) community in Minsk, 
Belarus.  The members of this community are all 
survivors of the Minsk ghetto or concentration 
camps. 
 
The community is in need of the following types of 
over-the-counter medicines and vitamins: multi-
vitamins, pain relievers, cold and/or cough 
medication, decongestants, antihistamines, antacids, 
and stool softeners. 
 
For more information, please contact Judy Solway 
(847-835-9025 or  judy_solway@hotmail.com). 
 

 

Social Action 

Last Call for  

Mirembe Kawomera Coffee 
 
The sale of DELICIOUS PEACE coffee will take 
place on Sunday, May 17 during religious school. 
This is the last sale of the school year. 
 
Choose from light or dark roast or decaf, whole bean 
or ground.  For each bag sold, one dollar is donated 
to the cooperative. 
 
We also have five pound bags (the same price as 
five 12 ounce bags) available. Contact Rebecca 
Cohen (847-441-7253 or rcohen@canada-

klein.com) by May 4 to place an order. 

mailto:johnthomason@gmail.com
mailto:judy_solway@hotmail.com
mailto:rcohen@canada-klein.com
mailto:rcohen@canada-klein.com
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Summer Help Needed at 

Good News Community 

Kitchen 
  
Hakafa is committed to providing and 
serving food to approximately 140 
people at Good News Community 
Kitchen on the second Sunday of 
every month — a need that does not 
lessen during the summer months. 
Help is needed on June 14, July 12, 
and August 9. Even if you won’t be 
available to serve at the kitchen you 
can participate by purchasing food or 
simply by contributing financially, a 
critical need. The kitchen is located 
on the far north side of Chicago, and 
each month four families from Hakafa 
share this meaningful experience.  
 
If you would like to help, please 
contact Leanne Star (847-441-5811 
or L-star@northwestern.edu). 
 

 

Social Action 

The Jewish Employment Network  
 
The Jewish Employment Network (JEN) is an 
exclusive networking program for unemployed 
members of participating Jewish congregations 
(of which Hakafa is one) and their adult children.  
It serves middle and upper level managers and 
professionals who have been impacted by job 
loss, women returning to the workforce, career 
changers, young professionals, and college and 
post-graduate students.  The program offers a 
variety of career counseling and job search 
strategies, roundtable discussions and other 
networking opportunities, a job bank, and 
techniques to help JEN clients create effective 
job campaigns.   
 
For more information, contact Laurie Rosen 
(847-568-5154) or check out their web site at 
www.jvschicago.org. 

  
 

 

Bar Mitzvah Social Action Project 
 
In preparation for becoming a bar mitzvah, Gabe 
Levine-Drizin is collecting movie DVDs (nothing rated R) 
and Playstation 2 games (used or new) for the Pediatric 
Ward at Evanston Hospital.   
 
Donations can be brought to the front table in the lobby at 
Cove School on Sunday mornings, May 10 and 17.  

 

Affordable Housing -Homesharing 

Worried about savings, job market, housing 
costs? If you need a more affordable rent 
near a job or family in Chicago’s northern 
suburbs, consider Homesharing. It’s a 
mutually beneficial match --- between an 
individual with a base income of 
$1,000/month seeking to rent a room and a 
homeowner who needs extra income and/or 
help. Both parties benefit from mutual 
affordability and support. Rents of $450-$600 
include utilities, use of kitchen and laundry.  
Due to the strained economy, many 
homeowners have applied to participate in 
Homesharing and are in need of a renter.   
 
Contact Jackie Grossmann 
(www.interfaithhousingcenter.org or 847-501-
5732) with questions. 
 

Family Social Action Project 
 
The McCauley family will be holding their 4th annual 
garage sale charity fundraiser on May 8-9. They are 
looking for your spring cleaning give aways. If you have 
anything, please bring them to their home (515 Oakdale, 
Glencoe). All money will be donated to the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation, MS Foundation, Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, and the Southeast Brain Tumor 
Research Foundation. If you have questions please 
contact Jill Pam (847-242-0864). 
 

mailto:L-star@northwestern.edu
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.interfaithhousingcenter.org/
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URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute 

2008-2009 SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
 
May 15-17 FATHER & SON Kallah: Special time at Camp for dads, granddads, uncles, and the boys 
they love, age 5 to 12. 
 
May 27–31 HAVA NASHIRA: This songleading workshop is for those who teach or lead music in 
camps, congregations, and community centers. 
 
June 24-28 LIMUD by the LAKE Biking in Door County: Spend your days exploring picturesque 
Door County, biking 20-30 miles or more each day, and relax at night in deluxe accommodations. 
 

July 25 CELEBRATE the RUACH: A fabulous concert under the stars featuring Debbie Friedman 
and Rabbi Joe Black. Beginning at 4:00 p.m. there will be time for a tour of OSRUI (featuring the 
new Lillian and Larry Goodman Aquatic Center), and a leisurely dinner on the Bayit lawn before 
After the concert we will have the incredible opportunity to celebrate havdallah with the entire camp 
community. The event is open to the entire region. For more details and a registration form, please 
visit www.osrui.org. 
 

For more information or to register: 847-239-6984 or www.osrui.org or osruiprograms@urj.org 
 

Looking for Financial Help for Summer Camp 2009?  
 

There are scholarships available for OSRUI and other Jewish camps.  
Some are not based on financial need. 

 
The Campership Program of Chicago will provide campers attending a Jewish overnight camp for the first 
time for 3 weeks or more $1250, and those attending for the second time $750.  It doesn’t matter what your 
income is or how many summers you attended camp for two weeks or less.  You must live in the Chicago 
metropolitan area (including Northwest Indiana) or as far away as Springfield or Champaign-Urbana. This 
program is not need based.  For information, go to their website:  www.campership.net  
   
The OSRUI Campership Program provides assistance to campers based on financial need.  To apply, 
attach a note to your registration form that includes your name and mailing address and a request for 
Campership forms.  Forms will be mailed to you by December 1 and are due back in the OSRUI office by 
February 1.  For information, contact Susan Alexander (847-239-6980 or salexander@urj.org).  
   
Chicago Jewish Federation (312-346-6700) offers scholarships as well. Contact them to find out how to 
receive some assistance.  

 
Rabbi Elder provides monies for congregants who go to Jewish overnight camps. Contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) for information. 

Jewish Camps 

http://www.osrui.org/
http://www.campership.net/
mailto:salexander@urj.org
mailto:rabbi@hakafa.org


14                                                        The Circle                                             May 2009 

Teens are Invited to Celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut with the Famous  

Israeli Rap Group, Subliminal! 
 
In celebration of Yom Ha’Atzmaut, The American Zionist Movement’s ―Club 1948‖ is excited to 

announce a special performance by the famous Israeli rap group, Subliminal, for teens ages 14-20.  

This is a show about peace and bringing all people of various backgrounds together.  Hip Hop 

Detoxx (a Chicago-based Muslim/African American band) and Focus 1 (African American Rap 

Artist) will open for Subliminal.     

 

All teens, ages 14-20, are invited to Adas Yehudah V’Shoshanah (AYSH) Synagogue (2548 

Jasper Court, Northbrook) on Sunday, May 3, at 7:00 p.m.  Advance tickets are $25 and can be 

purchased at: https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=4394931.  

Tickets are $30 on the day of the show.   

 

For more information, contact Becky (becky@myclub1948.org or 773-354-8078). 

 

 

Israel 

Director of the Middle East Task Force  

at the New American Foundation to Speak 

 
Hakafa is sponsoring Israeli policy analyst, Daniel Levy’s, discussion of the hope for Israeli-Arab 

peace and the role of the United States. Mr. Levy will be at Emanuel Congregation (5959 N 

Sheridan Road, Chicago) on Thursday, May 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Levy is the director of the Middle East Task Force at the New American Foundation and a 

Senior Fellow at The Century Foundation. He worked under Prime Minister Ehud Barak as special 

advisor and head of Jerusalem Affairs, then as a senior policy advisor. He was a member of the 

negotiating team for the Oslo 2 Agreement in 1995 and also served in the Israeli delegation to the 

peace negotiations at the Taba Summit in January 2001. He later became the lead Israeli drafter of 

the 2003 Geneva Initiative. He is regularly published in Ha’aretz, The Jerusalem Post, The 

American Prospect, and The International Herald Tribune. 

 

Contact Sue Satter (847-494-4630 or suesatter@gmail.com) for more information. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=4394931
mailto:becky@myclub1948.org
mailto:suesatter@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9:30 a.m. 

Prayerbook Hebrew 

Class (NSUMC) 

 

10:45 a.m. 

Trope Class (NSUMC) 

 

7:00 p.m.  

Family Shabbat Service 

(WCH) 

2 
Bar Mitzvah - 

AJ Watkins (am) 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Festival if the Arts 

(WCH) 

 

1:00 p.m. 

Final  B’nai Mitzvah 

Workshop Service 

(NSUMC) 

3 

 

Social Action 

Day and Walk 

With Israel 

4 5 

 
 

 

 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 

Hebrew School (Cove) 

6 

 

 
 

1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

7 

 

 
12:00 p.m. 

Lunch & Learn  

in the Loop 

 

7:30 p.m. 

Education Group 

8 
9:30 a.m. 

Prayerbook Hebrew 

Class (NSUMC) 

 

10:45 a.m. 

Trope Class (NSUMC) 

 

6:45 p.m. 

Congregation Meeting 

(WCH) 

8:00 p.m.  

Shabbat Service (WCH) 

9 
8:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning 

Minyan (NSUMC) 

 

Bar Mitzvah – 

Quinn Gray (am) 

 

 

10 

Mother’s Day 
 

9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

     Religious School  - 

Preschool Class 

Meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - Last Adult 

Study (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 

     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 

11 12 Lag Ba’Omer 

 
10:00 a.m. 

Mishneh Torah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 

Hebrew School (Cove) 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Congregational Lag 

Ba’Omer Bonfire (Little 

House in Glencoe) 

13 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

14 

 
Newsletter Submissions 

Due 

15 
9:30 a.m. 

Prayerbook Hebrew 

Class (NSUMC) 

 

10:45 a.m. 

Trope Class (NSUMC) 

 

6:30 p.m. 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Dinner hosted by the 

7th Grade Hebrew 

School Class 

 

8:00 p.m.  

Shabbat Service and 

Hebrew School 

Graduation (WCH) 

16 

 
Last 10th Grade Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 

Movie Group 

(NSUMC) 

17 Last 10th Grade Retreat 

9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

     Last Day of 

Religious School  - 

Preschool Class 

Meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - 

Congregation 

Annual Meeting 

(Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 

     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC)  

3:30 p.m. Chevra 

Kadisha (NSUMC) 

5:00 p.m. 

     Israel Trip Meeting 

(NSUMC) 

18 19 

 

 
 

 

12:00 p.m. 

Hebrew Circle 

 

 

 

4:15-6:00 p.m. 

Last Day of Hebrew 

School (Cove) 

20 

 

 
 

 

1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

 

 

6:30 p.m. 

High School Seniors 

Dinner with Rabbi 

Elder (The Bagel at Old 

Orchard) 

 

 

8:30 p.m. 

Summer Shabbaton 

Planning Meeting 

(NSUMC) 

21 

 

 

 
12:00 p.m. 

Lunch & Learn on the 

North Shore 

22 
 

9:30 a.m. 

Prayerbook Hebrew 

Class (NSUMC) 

 

10:45 a.m. 

Trope Class (NSUMC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 p.m.  

Shabbat Service (WCH) 

23 
 

8:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bar Mitzvah - Gabe 

Levine-Drizin (pm) 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

 

25 Memorial 

         Day 

26 

 
10:00 a.m. 

Mishneh Torah 

27 

 
1:00 p.m. 

Tanach Study 

 

8:00-10:00 p.m. 

High School Juniors 

and Seniors Hang Out 

with Rabbi Elder 

(Borders Book Store) 

28 

 

 
 

9:30 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. 

Shavuot Tikkun 

 

Erev Shavuot 

29  Shavuot 
(Hakafa office closed) 

 

 

 

 

6:30  p.m.  

Shabbat Service and 

Confirmation 

Ceremony (WCH) 

30 

 
Bar Mitzvah –  

Eliot Rapoport (am) 
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