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D’varim

Tzaddikim

According to Jewish tradition, the world is sustained by thirty-six tzaddikim, or righteous people.
These tzaddikim are designated by God and remain anonymous to each other, to the greater population,
and even to themselves. Their actions speak for themselves: They work to better the world and the lives of
its inhabitants. Some of them work on a grand scale, while others help in the simplest, most intimate ways.
All of them are modest and live humbly, and when one dies, another person replaces her. They are known
as the lamed vavniks, because the numerical value of these two Hebrew letters equals thirty-six. And if, by
chance, one is not replaced, the world will be destroyed.

Most people can name at least one person whom they think is a lamed vavnik. Mother Theresa was
invoked as one on many occasions while she was still alive. Often, the term is used affectionately to
describe a loved one who is a real mensch. At other times, rabbis have used the anonymity of the
tzaddikim to suggest that each of us might be one of them to impel us to act as if it were so.

Therefore, while it is impossible to say for sure who really is a lamed vavnik, it is not nearly as
difficult to say who is not. Having been excluded myself a long time ago, and in the spirit of complete self-
righteousness, | can say with little doubt, yet with a modicum of trepidation at the judgmental nature within
me this reveals:

Anyone who exploits workers in every way imaginable, who knowingly endangers employees, who
brazenly disregards American law, who willingly breaks Jewish law in the name of Jewish law, who openly
flaunts his disrespect for others not like him, who continues to be an affront to the core principles of our
tradition while claiming to be a bastion of its principles, and who eschews personal responsibility for his
actions even when overwhelming evidence points to the contrary is not a lamed vavnik, no matter how
much money he donates to charities in his own community.

In other words, Sholom Rubashkin is not a tzaddik. Shame on those who suggest he is.

Mr. Rubashkin is the former executive of what used to be Agriprocessors, the kosher
slaughterhouse in Postville, lowa that has been in the news in recent years for its many unlawful activities.
Mr. Rubashkin is currently standing trial for 163 counts of bank fraud, harboring undocumented workers,
and other crimes. His mistreatment of workers has been well-documented, as has his blatant disregard for
so many of the Jewish values that he, as an ultra-Orthodox Jew, purports to uphold better than you or me.

A number of Lubavitcher Jews have travelled from Crown Heights, New York to Sioux Falls, South
Dakota to be with Mr. Rubashkin throughout his trial. They hope to stack the courtroom with supporters to
show what a wonderful man they feel Mr. Rubashkin is. They have arranged for children to pray on Mr.
Rubashkin’s behalf at the grave of their previous rebbe. When asked about these efforts, one of the
organizers claimed it is because Mr. Rubashkin “... is really what they call a tzaddik.™

Really?

You may think Mr. Rubashkin is innocent. You can support him all you want. You may even be
grateful for all the good he has done for you. But, please do not denigrate the notion of the tzaddik by
calling him one. For, if he is one, the world will not be sustained much longer.

If is he one, who would want it to be?

-Bruce Elder

! Popper, Nathaniel. “With Prayers and Support, Rubashkin Goes on Trial After Plea Bargain Fails,” Jewish Forward: http://www.forward.com/articles/116780/.
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Prayer and Celebration

Friday Night Services

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at
the Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the
following evenings:

November 6
7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Vayeira
Torah Portion: Genesis 18:1-22:24
Haftarah: Il Kings 4:1-37
1%t and 2" Grade Students Lead Service
Please Note: Service at Takiff Center

November 13
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Chayei Sarah

Torah Portion: Genesis 23:1-25:18

Haftarah: | Kings 1:1-31
Twinning project with IQRA

Shabbat Tol'dot
Torah Portion: Genesis 25:19-28:9
Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7

November 20
8:00 p.m.

November 27
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Vayeitzei
Torah Portion: Genesis 28:10-32:3
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10

Personal Reflections on Friday Nights

Of all the comments we hear about our High Holiday
services, people speak most fondly of our members’
personal reflections. To that end, we have decided to ask
congregants to share reflections on occasion throughout
the year at our Friday evening services as well.

Carol Anne Been spoke beautifully at our October 30
service. And, we look forward to hearing from Steve Bierig
on November 20.

If you are interested in sharing your thoughts with the
congregation on a Friday night, please contact Lee
Goodman (847-564-3273). And, please join us on Friday
nights to hear what our fellow congregants have to say.

Shabbat Morning Minyan

Please join us for our November
Shabbat morning minyanim on
Saturday, November 7 and 21 at
8:30 a.m. at the home of Barbara
and Allen Anderson (849 Oak
Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884).

This hour-long service and study is
a wonderful opportunity to enhance
your celebration of Shabbat.
People of all ages are encouraged
and welcome to join us.

Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with
questions.

Weekend of Twinning
With a
Local Muslim Community

Join us for an evening of prayer
and discussion on Friday,
November 13 as we welcome
members of IQRA, a Muslim
publishing company.

Hakafa is participating in a
nationwide  twinning  program
between synagogues and Muslim
communities to foster relationships
and to find ways to work together
on local, community issues. For
more information, please contact
Phil Zisook (847-81-5953).
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Prayer and Celebration

Special Celebratory Oneg

Please join us after services on Friday,
November 27 for a special oneg provided by
Elaine and Jerry Friedman and Barbara and
Jack Bierig. This is in celebration of the
Friedman's 60th wedding anniversary and the
naming of the Bierig's granddaughter.

Both families look forward to welcoming everyone
for prayer and a nosh.

Oneg Hosts Needed

Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a wonderful way
to help support Hakafa and is also a nice way to
celebrate a bar/bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary,
or other special occasion with the congregation.
Many people have traditionally honored the
memory of a loved one on his/her yahrzeit by
hosting an oneg.

Contact Jacque Spector (773-761-2987 or
jI1512@comcast.net) to reserve a date.

Q\
N
Share Your Holidays @ EQ@»

On occasion, there are Hakafa members
who would like to share holidays with fellow
congregants and do not have the
opportunity to do so.

If you would like to host a fellow congregant
for a holiday meal, or if you need, or want a
place to go for the holidays, please contact
Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095).

Chesed

Chesed is our congregation’s way of reaching out
to one another.

If you know of anyone in our congregation
who is in crisis from an illness, death in the
family, or personal stress, who could benefit
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health
care appointment, please contact Rabbi
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).

Chevra Kadisha

Taharah is the traditional Jewish practice of preparing the body of someone who has died for burial.
It includes washing and ritually purifying the body with water and prayers, and then dressing the
body in simple linen garments. Men perform tahara for men, and women for women.
While this ritual can be performed by a Jewish funeral home's staff, some congregations have a
Chevra Kadisha, or burial society, composed of volunteers who will perform this service,

Hakafa's Chevra Kadisha will be available to serve the congregation beginning in November.
Please speak with Rabbi Elder when the Chevra's services are desired.

For general information about the Chevra at other times, or to explore joining the Chevra, please
contact Deborah Brown (847-256-3985 or dmb9476@gmail.com).
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New Members
Please help us in welcoming:
Craig Magee and Yvonne Mesa-Magee

Mazal Tov to...

Grace Fishman on the marriage of her
son, George, to Tiffany Dovey.

Elaine and Jerry Friedman on the
occasion of their 60™ Anniversary on
November 27.

The Neems Family on Rachel's marriage
to David Pritzker.

Congregation Meeting

Our next congregation meeting will take
place on Sunday, November 1 at 10:30
a.m. at the Takiff Center. All are
encouraged to attend.

Rosh Chodesh

We meet once a month, at the time of the
new moon, for discussion, examination of a
topic, and conversation. Although Rosh
Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday,
any adult is welcome to attend.

The next meeting of Hakafa's Rosh
Chodesh Group will be held November
15 at 3:00 pm. At the home of Linda
Weinstein (719 Harvard Street,
Wilmette).We will watch a movie together
and have a spirited discussion!

Please R.S.V.P. to Linda (847-256-6396
or gromiMomi@aol.com).

Thank you to...

The Families who opened their Sukkot for our
Congregational Sukkah Hop.

Beth Kaufmann, Scott Lowtwait, Nancy Pred, and
Phil Siegel who helped with building and taking
down the Congregational Sukkah.

Hakafa Teen Corner

Hakafa Teen Service Corps:

Are you interested in helping people in need? Do
you want to make a difference in somebody else’s
life? Do you have a few hours to spare every six
weeks or so? All high-school aged members are
invited and encouraged to attend Hakafa's Teen
Service Corps - our collective opportunity to give a
bit of ourselves to others and to the world in which
we live. We will visit soup kitchens, homeless
shelters, food pantries, and pet shelters. We will
clean up parks and beaches. We will walk in charity
walks and run in charity runs. Participants will help
decide what we do. It will all be up YOU.

Our next event will take place Sunday, November
22 in the afternoon. Mark your calendars —
information forthcoming.

Calling All Hakafa High School Juniors and Seniors:

Looking for a place to study or hang out with your
Hakafa friends? Rabbi Elder will be at Borders at
the Edens Plaza in Wilmette the last Wednesday of
every month from 8:00-10:00 p.m. This month we
will meet on the second-to-last Wednesday. Join
him on November 18 - bring your homework, a
book, a game, or nothing at all. Drinks and snacks
are on him! Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-
8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.
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Reaching Out to Our Members in these Challenging Economic Times

There are members of our congregation who have been hit hard by the current economic
downturn. To that end, we have put into place mechanisms that can support people
through periods of job transition.

The following services are in effect:

Hakafa Emergency Fund — Through a few generous contributions, we have
been able to set aside a small amount of money for any congregants who,
during this trying economic time, might need financial assistance or a small
loan to pay a bill or help with basic necessities. If you are in need, please
contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) to see how we can
help, and know that this will remain completely confidential.

Career_Counseling — Betsy Hersher, long-time Hakafa member and career
counselor, is offering her services at no cost to Hakafa members who are
currently unemployed. She can be reached at 847-272-4050 or
HersherB@hersher.com.

Support Gatherings — On November 3, 2009 at 2:00 p.m., Hakafa members
in job transition will meet at Borders Books in Deerfield (corner of Waukegan
Road and Lake Cook Road) to discuss networking, informational, and support
opportunities. Please refer to the weekly announcements for more information.

Partnerships with Community Employment Support Systems — Hakafa is
a member of both the Jewish Employment Network (JEN — contact Laurie
Rosen at 847-568-5154, or check their web site at www.jvschicago.org ) and
the Career Resource Center (CRC — contact Jan Cline Leahy at 847-295-
5626, or check their website at www.careerresourcecenter.org). Both offer a
variety of career counseling and job search strategies, one-on-one career
guidance, roundtable discussions and other networking opportunities, a job
bank, and techniques to help clients create effective job campaigns. In
addition, parnossahworkschicago.org is a new, free website for the
community. It allows individuals to search for jobs online and provides
employers with qualified candidates for their job openings.

Other programs are also in development at this time, including the creation of a
congregational jobs and service resource guide. Check the weekly announcements to
learn more about these efforts as they develop. We welcome and need your input — it is the
only way we will know how to best serve each other. If you have any thoughts or
suggestions, please contact either Betsy or Rabbi Elder.




Congregation Hakafa Calendar

Sunday Monday

1 2

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School

10:30 a.m.-12;00 p.m.
Adult Study (TC)

10:30 a.m.
Congregation Meeting (TC)

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Confirmation (NSUMC)

8 9

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School (TC)

10:30 a.m.-12;00 p.m.
Adult Study (TC)

12:15-1:30 p.m.
2" Grade Family Social Event

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Confirmation (NSUMC)

15 16 Newsletter Articles Due
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School

10:30 a.m.-12;00 p.m.
Adult Study (TC)

12:15-1:30 p.m.
3 Grade Family Social Event

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Confirmation (NSUMC)

3:00 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh
(home of Linda Weinstein)

22 23

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School (TC)

10:30 a.m.-12;00 p.m.
Adult Study (TC)

1:00-2:00 p.m.
Confirmation (NSUMC)

Teen Service Corps Activity
(Afternoon Time TBA)

29 30

No Religious School
(Thanksgiving Break)

Tuesday
3

10:00 a.m.
Mishneh Torah (NSUMC)

3:00 p.m.
Meeting with Betsy Hersher
(Borders Books, Deerfield)

4:15-6:00 p.m.
Hebrew School (TC)

10

12:00 p.m.
Hebrew Circle

4:15-6:00 p.m.
Hebrew School (TC)

17

10:00 a.m.
Mishneh Torah (NSUMC)

4:15-6:00 p.m.
Hebrew School (TC)

24

No Hebrew School
(Thanksgiving Break)

November 2009 — Cheshvan / Kislev 5770

Wednesday

1:00 p.m.
Tanach Study

11 Veterans Day

1:00 p.m.
Tanach Study

18

1:00 p.m.
Tanach Study

8:00-10:00 p.m.
Rabbi Elder at Borders with
High School Juniors & Seniors

25

Thursday
5

10:00 a.m. Yiddish Class
(Beth Hillel B’'nai Emunah)

12:00 p.m.
Lunch & Learn in the Loop

12

10:00 a.m. Yiddish Class
(Beth Hillel B’'nai Emunah)

19

10:00 a.m. Yiddish Class
(Beth Hillel B'nai Emunah)

12:00 p.m.

Lunch & Learn on the
North Shore

26 Thanksgiving

Friday

6

9:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC)

10:45 a.m.
Trope Class (NSUMC)

7:00 p.m.

15 & 2™ Grade Students help
lead Family Shabbat Service
and celebrate with a special
oneg (TAKIFF CENTER)

13

9:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC)

10:45 a.m.
Trope Class (NSUMC)

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service — Twinning
with Muslim Community (WCH)

20

9:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew Class
(NSUMC)

10:45 a.m.
Trope Class (NSUMC)

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service — Steve Bierig
speaks (WCH)

27

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service (WCH)

TC = Glencoe Park District Takiff Center (999 Green Bay Road, Glencoe)
WCH = Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka)
NSUMC = North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe)

Saturday
7

8:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Minyan

14

21
8:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Minyan

10:30 a.m.
First B'nai Mitzvah Workshop
Service (NSUMC)

Bar Mitzvah Service of
Jake Charen (pm)

7:00 p.m.
Movie Group (NSUMC)

28



